City of Fairfield Minutes
Regular Meeting of City Council
February 10, 2025

Council-Manager Briefing
6:30 PM - Energy Aggregation

Vice Mayor Adam Kraft called the briefing to order at 6:30 PM. Councilmembers present:
Leslie Besl, Dale Paullus, Debbie Pennington, Adam Kraft, Tim Meyers, Matt Davidson and
Gwen Brill.

Staff members present: Scott Timmer, Adam Sackenheim, Alisha Wilson, Steve Wolterman,
Mandi Brock, Diana Davenport, Carol Mayhall, Steve Maynard, Ben Mann, Jason Hunold and
Tom Lakamp.

Assistant City Manager Adam Sackenheim and Rich Surace with Energy Alliances presented an
update on the electrical aggregation program. See attached slides.

Business Meeting Call to Order

Vice Mayor Kraft called the Regular Meeting to order at 7:07 PM.

Prayer/Pledge of Allegiance
Councilmember Adam Kraft

Vice Mayor Kraft led prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Councilmembers present included:

Councilmember, 1st Ward Leslie Besl
Councilmember, 2nd Ward Dale Paullus
Councilmember, 3rd Ward Debbie Pennington
Councilmember, 4th Ward Adam Kraft
Councilmember, At-Large Tim Meyers
Councilmember, At-Large Matt Davidson
Councilmember, At-Large Gwen Brill

Agenda Modifications

None.

Executive Session Requests

Councilmember Pennington, seconded by Councilmember Paullus, moved for Executive Session
to discuss the purchase of property for public use, confidential information related to an
applicant for economic development assistance or negotiation with other political subdivisions
respecting requests for economic development assistance, and preparing for, conducting or
reviewing negotiations or bargaining sessions with public employees regarding their
compensation or other terms and conditions of employment. Roll call vote. Motion carried 7-0.



Special Presentations

Haylee Kraft presented City Council with letters and cards written by her 6th grade class at
Sacred Heart, thanking them for their service to the City and support of their Catholic School, in
honor of Catholic School week.

Citizen Comments

Vernon Click, 5953 Kingsmont Drive, addressed Council regarding energy ag  egation. He
received high bills an  thought he was in aggregation, but he was not. He found out he had a
third party supplier and was not enrolled in the program. He thinks letters should be sent to
everyone to advise them of their options, even if they have a third-party supplier. Vice Mayor
Kraft asked Assistant City Manager Sackenheim to step out in the hallway to discuss with him
further.

Council Reports

Councilmember Brill reminded Council of the boards and commissions interviews on February
22.

Councilmember Pennington reported that the City of Hamilton gave an update that the Bilstein
bridge on Holden Boulevard may open in March, weather depending.

Councilmember Besl reported that bunker renovations started at golf course South Trace and
should be completed mid-April. The golf course is open during renovations.

Public Hearing(s)

1. Joint Public Hearing - Forest Fair Mall Rezoning

Vice Mayor Kraft opened the public hearing at 7:16 PM. Roll call of Planning Commission:
Commissioner Medler, Commissioner O'Brein, Commissioner Hassler, Commissioner
Lepsky, Commissioner Davidson, Commissioner Meyers and Commissioner Robertson all
present. Clerk Wilson read the meeting notice. Development Services Director Kathman
and Planning Manager Lynn presented an overview of the requested re-zoning. Ben Davis,
Sr. Vice President, and Jay Smith, Vice President of Devleopment, with  llwood
Development thanked Council for their consideration of the project and staff for all of their
hard work over the last few years to help them put the project together. See attached slides.
Councilmember Meyers asked about the feasibility of adding more windows to the
buildings to break up the long walls, as well as what "Mixed Use" could include. Planning
Manager Lynn explained that it is zoned for commercial and a PUD would be needed for a
hotel or high-density residential. Councilmember Paullus asked what would happen with
the Kohl's building now that the store is closing. Mr. Smith stated that it would be
demolished along with the rest of the mall structure. Vice Mayor Kraft asked what the
property would look like where the mall would be demolished. Hillwood stated that the
parking lot will remain and the mall property will be top-soiled and seeded. Planning
Commission Chair Lepsky addressed Council regarding concemns for the traffic impact
study that was completed and if the numbers are correct, as well as working with Forest
Park for a joint-funded district for future improvements in the area. Mayor Lawrence
Hawking of Sprindale, Ohio, addressed Council and requested consideration for their



residents that are adjacent to the property. Vice Mayor Kraft closed the public hearing at
8:22 PM.

Approval of Minutes

1. Regular Meeting Minutes - January 27, 2025

The Regular Meeting Minutes of January 27, 2025 were approved as written and submitted.
Old Business ‘

1. Community & Public Relations - Councilmember Gwen Brill

a. Simple Motion: Formal recognition and/or approval of Council assignments and
appointments dated January 1, 2025.

It is recommended that City Council recognize and approve the following Council
appointments via simple motion of Council:

Vice Mayor - Adam Kraft

Community & Public Relations - Gwen Brill
Development Services - Adam Kraft

Parks, Recreation & Environment - Leslie Besl
Public Safety - Dale Paullus

Public Utilities - Matt Davidson

Public Works - Debbie Pennington

Finance & Budget - Tim Meyers

Board of Zoning Appeals - Debbie Pennington

Community Improvement Corp - Tim Meyers & Adam Kraft
OKI - Dale Paullus

OKI Alternate - Mitch Rhodus

Emergency Management Agency - Mitch Rhodus

SELF Board - Gwen Brill

Councilmember Gwen Brill, seconded by Matt Davidson, moved to remove from table.
Motion Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

Councilmember Gwen Brill, seconded by Matt Davidson, moved to amend. Motion Yes 7,
No 0, Abstained 0.

Councilmember Gwen Brill, seconded by Matt Davidson, moved to adopt. Motion carried
Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

SIMPLE MOTION NO. 1-25. APPROVED 7-0.

2. Development Services - Councilmember Adam Kraft



a. M-*---~e¢a~~-"ing Or'*~1nce No. 166-84, the Cod**~d Ordinances of F~*~“eld,
Ohio, Section 1130.01(B)(2), the City of Fairfield, Ohio, Zoning Map.

Second reading held pending Planning Commission recommendation.
3. Public Utilities - Councilmember Matt Davidson

a. Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to execute a real estate ex: ange agreement
with the City of Hamilton, Ohio.

Councilmember Davidson presented the second reading of this ordinance.

4. Public Works - Councilmember Debbie Pennington

a. "~~~'*ion declaring the necessity of repairing sidewalks (i~~"1"*~~ aprons).

Councilmember Pennington presented the third reading of this resolution.

Councilmember Debbie Pennington, seconded by M. Davidson, moved > adopt. Motion
Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

RESOLUTION NO. 1-25. APPROVED 7-0.
New Business - Motion to Read All New Business by Title Only
Councilmember Leslie Besl, seconded by Matt Davidson, moved to read all New Business by
title only. Motion Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

1. Finance & Budget - Councilmember Tim Meyers

a. Ordinance to amend subsection (b), Fringe Benefit Method, of Section 163.18 OPERS
Pickup of Chapter 163. Employee Provisions, of Ordinance No. 166-84. the Codified
Ordinances of Fairfield, Ohio and declaring an emergency.

The proposed amendment is in response to review recommendations by the Ohio Public
Employees Retirement System (“OPERS”) to ensure ongoing compliance.

Councilmember Meyers presented the first reading of this ordinance.

Councilmember Tim Meyers, seconded by Dale Paullus, moved to suspend second and
third readings. Motion Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

Councilmember Tim Meyers, seconded by Matt Davidson, moved to adopt. Motion Yes 7,
No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 11-25. APPROVED 7-0.

b. Ordinance to amend Ordii sNo '57 7~ 7 e T ' - “timated




appropriations for the expenses and other expenditures of the City of Fairfield, Ohio,
during a period beginning January 1, 2025, and ending December 31, 2025.”
Contractual Appropriations: $377.711 total (see attached for detail)

Councilmember Meyers presented the first reading of this ordinance.

Councilmember Tim Meyers, seconded by Debbie Pennington, moved to suspend second
and third readings. Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

Councilmember Tim Meyers, seconded by Matt Davidson, moved to adopt. Motion carried
Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 12-25. APPROVED 7-0.
$60,000.00 - Water Division - Asphalt and Concrete (Public Utilities)

$17,711 — Annual Concrete Program contingency funds restored (Public Works)

$300,000 - Municipal Building Security Upgrades change order (Public Works -
existing contract)

¢. Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 158-24 entitled “An Ordinance to make estimated
appropriations for the expenses and other expenditures of the City of Fairfield, Ohio,
during a period beginning January 1, 2025, and ending December 31, 2025.”
Non-Contractual Appropriations: $11,776 total (see attached for detail)

Councilmember Meyers presented the first reading of this ordinance.

Councilmember Tim Meyers, seconded by Matt Davidson, moved to suspend second and
third readings. Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

Councilmember Tim Meyers, seconded by Matt Davidson, moved to adopt. Motion carried
Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 13-25. APPROVED 7-0.
$11,776 - Ross and Woodridge Roundabout Right of Way Services (Public Works)

Meeting Schedule

Monday, February 24, 2025 - Council-Manager Briefing, 5:30 PM; Regular Meeting, 7:00 PM
Monday, March 10, 2025 - Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting, 7:00 PM
Monday, March 24, 2025 - Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting, 7:00 PM

Clerk Wilson read the meeting schedule.



Executive Session of Council (if Needed)

Cc il recessed to Executive Session at 8:27 PM.

Adjournment

The Regular Meeting adjourned at 8:58 PM.
ATTEST:




































































































