
 

City of Fairfield 

Minutes 

Regular Meeting of City Council 

October 28, 2019 
 

 

 

Council-Manager Briefing 

A. 6:00 PM - 2020 Grant Request Discussion & 2020 Operating Budget 

Mayor Miller called the briefing to order at 6:00 PM. Councilmembers present: Leslie Besl, Craig 

Keller, Debbie Pennington, Tim Abbott, Ron D'Epifanio, Chad Oberson and Bill Woeste. 

 

Staff members present: Mark Wendling, Dan Wendt, Scott Timmer, Alisha Wilson, Steve 

Maynard, Tiphanie Howard, Steve Wolterman, Carol Mayhall, Adam Sackenheim, Greg 

Kathman, Matt Young, Jason Hunold, Jenna Trice, Jenny Dexter and Dave Butsch. 

 

Finance Director Scott Timmer and staff presented the first half of the proposed 2020 operating 

budget. See attached slides. 

Business Meeting Call to Order 

Mayor Miller called the Regular Meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Prayer/Pledge of Allegiance 

Councilmember Pennington led in prayer and Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call 

Councilmembers present included: 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Ron D'Epifanio Council Member at Large Present  

Chad Oberson Council Member at Large Present  

Bill Woeste Council Member at Large Present  

Leslie Besl Council Member, 1st Ward Present  

Craig W. Keller Council Member, 2nd Ward Present  

Debbie Pennington Council Member, 3rd Ward Present  

Tim Abbott Council Member, 4th Ward Present  

Steve Miller Mayor Present  
 

Agenda Modifications 

None. 

Executive Session Requests 

Councilmember Abbott, seconded by Councilmember Pennington, moved for executive session 

to discuss pending and imminent litigation. Motion carried 7-0. 

Special Presentations and Citizen Comments 
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a. Council on Aging Presentation 

Marc Bellisario addressed Mayor and Council regarding the tax levy on the upcoming ballot. He 

informed them that it is not a tax increase and the money from the levy will help to provide meals 

on wheels and other programs to allow senior citizens to remain in their homes longer. 

b. Citizen Comments 

Della Lohrey, 595 River Bend Court, addressed Mayor and Council regarding the traffic on River 

Road. She is concerned because of drivers' high speeds and passing on a double yellow line. 

Mayor Miller asked Chief Maynard to discuss her concerns with her and look for solutions. 

Public Hearing(s) 

None. 

Approval of Minutes 

The Regular Meeting Minutes of October 15, 2019 were approved as written and submitted. 

OLD BUSINESS AND REPORTS 

Community & Public Relations Committee 

Leslie Besl, Chair; Debbie Pennington, Vice Chair; Craig Keller, Member 

Development Services Committee 

Bill Woeste, Chair; Tim Abbott, Vice Chair; Ron D'Epifanio, Member 

Parks, Recreation and Environment Committee 

Craig Keller, Chair; Bill Woeste, Vice Chair; Debbie Pennington, Member 

Public Safety Committee 

Ron D'Epifanio, Chair; Craig Keller, Vice Chair; Tim Abbott, Member 

Public Works Committee 

Chad Oberson, Chair; Ron D'Epifanio, Vice Chair; Bill Woeste, Member 

Public Utilities Committee 

Debbie Pennington, Chair; Chad Oberson, Vice Chair; Leslie Besl, Member 

Finance & Budget Committee 

Tim Abbott, Chair; Leslie Besl, Vice Chair; Chad Oberson, Member 

NEW BUSINESS 

Development Services Committee 

Bill Woeste, Chair; Tim Abbott, Vice Chair; Ron D'Epifanio, Member 

Motion to Read by Title Only 

Motion to read the following two (2) ordinances by title. 
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RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Woeste, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Tim Abbott, Council Member, 4th Ward 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to execute the FY 2020 Community Development 

Block Grant (CDBG) Applications and Agreements with Butler County, Ohio and declaring an 

emergency. 

Recommendation: 

Authorize the City Manager to execute the FY 2020 Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) application. 

ORDINANCE NO. 102-19. APPROVED 7-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Woeste, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Chad Oberson, Council Member at Large 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings 

Councilmember Woeste presented the first reading of this ordinance. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Woeste, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Debbie Pennington, Council Member, 3rd Ward 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Ordinance to adopt new sections 1143.26.1 and 1143.31 and amend various sections of the 

Zoning Code of Ordinance No. 166-84, the Codified Ordinances of Fairfield, Ohio. 

Recommendation: 

It is recommended that City Council have a first reading on this ordinance at the October 28, 

2019 meeting and set the joint public hearing date for November 11, 2019. 

Councilmember Woeste presented the first reading of this ordinance and scheduled the joint 

public hearing for November 11, 2019. 

RESULT: FIRST READING Next: 11/11/2019 7:00 PM 

Public Utilities Committee 

Debbie Pennington, Chair; Chad Oberson, Vice Chair; Leslie Besl, Member 

Motion to Read by Title Only 

Motion to read the following ordinance by title only. 
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RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Debbie Pennington, Council Member, 3rd Ward 

SECONDER: Craig W. Keller, Council Member, 2nd Ward 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings 

Councilmember Pennington presented the first reading of this ordinance. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Debbie Pennington, Council Member, 3rd Ward 

SECONDER: Bill Woeste, Council Member at Large 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with Insituform Technologies, 

LLC, for inversion re-lining and rehabilitation of sanitary sewer lines. 

Recommendation: 

It is recommended that City Council authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with 

Insituform Technologies, LLC and appropriate funding in the amount of $166,500.00 from the 

Sewer Replacement and Improvement Fund for inversion re-lining of sanitary sewer lines. Rules 

suspension is requested in order to expedite the project. 

ORDINANCE NO. 103-19. ADOPTED 7-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Debbie Pennington, Council Member, 3rd Ward 

SECONDER: Chad Oberson, Council Member at Large 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Finance & Budget Committee 

Tim Abbott, Chair; Leslie Besl, Vice Chair; Chad Oberson, Member 

Motion to Read by Title Only 

Motion to read the following three (3) ordinances by title only. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tim Abbott, Council Member, 4th Ward 

SECONDER: Debbie Pennington, Council Member, 3rd Ward 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Ordinance to establish salaries and hourly rates for certain Municipal Court employees of the 

City of Fairfield, Ohio and to authorize and limit the numbers and types of certain Municipal 

Court employees to repeal Ordinance No. 27-19 and all amendments thereto and declaring an 

emergency. 

Recommendation: 
It is recommended that City Council approve this Ordinance for an additional part-time Magistrate in the Municipal 
Court, suspending the rules and declaring an emergency 

ORDINANCE NO. 104-19. APPROVED 7-0. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tim Abbott, Council Member, 4th Ward 

SECONDER: Bill Woeste, Council Member at Large 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings 

 Councilmember Abbott presented the first reading of this ordinance. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tim Abbott, Council Member, 4th Ward 

SECONDER: Craig W. Keller, Council Member, 2nd Ward 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 127-18 entitled “An Ordinance to make estimated 

appropriations for the expenses and other expenditures of the City of Fairfield, Ohio, during a 

period beginning January 1, 2019, and ending December 31, 2019.” 

Recommendation: 

It is recommended that City Council suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading of 

this Ordinance and adopt the appropriations listed above.  

ORDINANCE NO. 105-19. ADOPTED 7-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tim Abbott, Council Member, 4th Ward 

SECONDER: Bill Woeste, Council Member at Large 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings 

Councilmember Abbott presented the first reading of this ordinance. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tim Abbott, Council Member, 4th Ward 

SECONDER: Debbie Pennington, Council Member, 3rd Ward 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 127-18 entitled “An Ordinance to make estimated 

appropriations for the expenses and other expenditures of the City of Fairfield, Ohio, during a 

period beginning January 1, 2019, and ending December 31, 2019.” 

Recommendation: 

It is recommended that City Council suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading of 

this Ordinance and adopt the appropriations listed above.  

ORDINANCE NO. 106-19. ADOPTED 7-0. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tim Abbott, Council Member, 4th Ward 

SECONDER: Craig W. Keller, Council Member, 2nd Ward 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings 

Councilmember Abbott presented the first reading of this ordinance. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tim Abbott, Council Member, 4th Ward 

SECONDER: Chad Oberson, Council Member at Large 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Public Works Committee 

Chad Oberson, Chair; Ron D'Epifanio, Vice Chair; Bill Woeste, Member 

Motion to Read by Title Only 

Motion to read the following two (2) ordinances by title only. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Chad Oberson, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Bill Woeste, Council Member at Large 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to enter into an agreement with Duke Energy for LED 

Retrofit Improvements for Various Street Lights – Phase 1. 

Recommendation: 
It is recommended that the City Council authorize the City Manager to enter into an agreement with Duke 
Energy for the upgrade of 250 to 300 street lights to LED lighting.  It is further recommended that Council 
authorize funding from the Capital Improvement Fund in the amount of $150,000.   

ORDINANCE NO. 107-19. ADOPTED 6-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [6 TO 0] 

MOVER: Chad Oberson, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Debbie Pennington, Council Member, 3rd Ward 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington 

RECUSED: Abbott 

Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings 

Councilmember Oberson presented the first reading of this ordinance. 
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RESULT: CARRIED [6 TO 0] 

MOVER: Chad Oberson, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Craig W. Keller, Council Member, 2nd Ward 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington 

RECUSED: Abbott 

Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 127-18 entitled “An Ordinance to make estimated 

appropriations for the expenses and other expenditures of the City of Fairfield, Ohio, during a 

period beginning January 1, 2019, and ending December 31, 2019.” 

Recommendation: 

It is recommended that City Council suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading of 

this Ordinance and adopt the appropriations listed above.  

ORDINANCE NO. 108-19. ADOPTED 6-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [6 TO 0] 

MOVER: Chad Oberson, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Craig W. Keller, Council Member, 2nd Ward 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington 

RECUSED: Abbott 

Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings 

Councilmember Oberson presented the first reading of this ordinance. 

RESULT: CARRIED [6 TO 0] 

MOVER: Chad Oberson, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Craig W. Keller, Council Member, 2nd Ward 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington 

RECUSED: Abbott 

Meeting Schedule 

Clerk Wilson read the following meeting schedule: 

A. Monday, November 11 - Council-Manager Briefing, 5:30 PM; Regular Meeting 7:00 PM 

B. Monday, November 25 - Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting 7:00 PM 

C. Monday, December 2 - Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting 7:00 PM 

Executive Session of Council (if needed) 

Council adjourned to Executive Session at 7:35 PM. 

14. ADJOURNMENT 

The Regular Meeting adjourned at 7:48 PM. 
 

ATTEST:  
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_____________________________ 

Clerk of Council  

 

 

_____________________________ 

Mayor's Approval 

 

Date Approved__________________ 
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