
 

City of Fairfield 

Minutes 

Regular Meeting of City Council 

June 10, 2019 
 

 

 

Council-Manager Briefing 

6:00 PM - Public Utilities Capital Project 

Vice Mayor Pennington called the briefing to order at 6:00 PM. Councilmembers present were: 

Leslie Besl, Craig Keller, Debbie Pennington, Tim Abbott, Ron D'Epifanio and Bill Woeste. 

 

Staff members present: Mark Wendling, Adam Sackenheim, Alisha Wilson, Dan Wendt, Steve 

Wolterman, Tiphanie Howard, Scott Timmer, Carol Mayhall, Steve Maynard, Jenny Dexter, 

Jason Hunold, Matthew Young, Dave Butsch and Greg Kathman. 

 

Public Utilities Director Adam Sackenheim presented an update of Public Utilities and the 

Department's Capital Projects. See attached slides. 

Business Meeting Call to Order 

Vice Mayor Pennington called the Regular Meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Prayer/Pledge of Allegiance 

Councilmember Abbott led in prayer and Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call 

Councilmembers present included: 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Ron D'Epifanio Council Member at Large Present  

Chad Oberson Council Member at Large Present  

Bill Woeste Council Member at Large Present  

Leslie Besl Council Member, 1st Ward Present  

Craig W. Keller Council Member, 2nd 

Ward 

Present  

Debbie 

Pennington 

Council Member, 3rd Ward Present  

Tim Abbott Council Member, 4th Ward Present  

Steve Miller Mayor Excused  
 

 

Councilmember Abbott, seconded by Councilmember Keller, moved to excuse Mayor Miller. Motion 

carried 7-0. 

Agenda Modifications 
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None. 

Executive Session Requests 

None. 

Special Presentations and Citizen Comments 

a. Mercy Hospital Presentation 

Mercy Hospital presented the Fire Department with a check to help purchase the Lucas Device, 

which assists in chest compressions for CPR. 

b. David Brown, Butler County Auditor's Office 

Mr. Brown gave the quarterly update from the Auditor's Office, regarding fuel quality testing. 

c. Sue Kemp, 5544 Red Oak 

Ms. Kemp addressed Council that she has heard rumors of having beer trucks at the Thursday 

concerts and wanted to express that she is in favor of that. 

d. Keith Davis, 1853 Vernon Place 

Mr. Davis addressed Council regarding animal control in the City and being charged at by a dog 

in his own driveway. He feels that something needs to be done about dogs running loose, as well 

as the raccoons in the City that live in the sewers. 

Public Hearing(s) 

None. 

Approval of Minutes 

a. The Regular Meeting Minutes of May 28, 2019 were approved as written and submitted. 

OLD BUSINESS AND REPORTS 

Community & Public Relations Committee 

Leslie Besl, Chair; Debbie Pennington, Vice Chair; Craig Keller, Member 

Development Services Committee 

Bill Woeste, Chair; Tim Abbott, Vice Chair; Ron D'Epifanio, Member 

Parks, Recreation and Environment Committee 

Craig Keller, Chair; Bill Woeste, Vice Chair; Debbie Pennington, Member 

Public Safety Committee 

Ron D'Epifanio, Chair; Craig Keller, Vice Chair; Tim Abbott, Member 

Public Works Committee 

Chad Oberson, Chair; Ron D'Epifanio, Vice Chair; Bill Woeste, Member 

Public Utilities Committee 



City Council Monday, June 10, 2019  Page 3 of 6 

 

Debbie Pennington, Chair; Chad Oberson, Vice Chair; Leslie Besl, Member 

Finance & Budget Committee 

Tim Abbott, Chair; Leslie Besl, Vice Chair; Chad Oberson, Member 

NEW BUSINESS 

Public Works Committee 

Chad Oberson, Chair; Ron D'Epifanio, Vice Chair; Bill Woeste, Member 

Motion to Read by Title Only 

 Motion to read the following two (2) ordinances by title only. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Chad Oberson, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Bill Woeste, Council Member at Large 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with Strand Associates, Inc. for 

the engineering services needed to perform the Pleasant Avenue Improvements and Gateway 

Concept Design and declaring an emergency. 

Recommendation: 
It is recommended that the City Council authorize an appropriation of $70,000.00 be made from the 
County Motor Vehicle Fund and that Council authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with 
Strand for the engineering services needed to perform the Pleasant Avenue Improvements and Gateway 
Concept design.   

ORDINANCE NO. 59-19. APPROVED 7-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Chad Oberson, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Tim Abbott, Council Member, 4th Ward 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings 

Councilmember Oberson presented the first reading of this ordinance. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Chad Oberson, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Leslie Besl, Council Member, 1st Ward 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with Garland/DBS Inc. for the 

installation of a modified asphalt roof system with skylights at the Water Plant and declaring an 

emergency. 

Recommendation: 

It is recommended that the City Council authorize and direct the preparation of legislation 

authorizing the appropriation of funding in the amount of $233,640 from the Water Surplus Fund 
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for the installation of a modified asphalt roof system with skylights at the Water Plant. It is 

further recommended that the City Council authorize and direct the preparation of legislation 

authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract with the Garland/DBS Inc., Cleveland, 

Ohio for this project. 

ORDINANCE NO. 60-19. APPROVED 7-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Chad Oberson, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Bill Woeste, Council Member at Large 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings 

Councilmember Oberson presented the first reading of this ordinance. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Chad Oberson, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Craig W. Keller, Council Member, 2nd Ward 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Public Utilities Committee 

Debbie Pennington, Chair; Chad Oberson, Vice Chair; Leslie Besl, Member 

Motion to Read by Title Only 

Motion to read one (1) ordinance by title only. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Debbie Pennington, Council Member, 3rd Ward 

SECONDER: Chad Oberson, Council Member at Large 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings 

Councilmember Pennington presented the first reading of this ordinance. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Debbie Pennington, Council Member, 3rd Ward 

SECONDER: Chad Oberson, Council Member at Large 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with Howell Contractors, Inc. 

for the Homeward Way Lift Station Improvement Project. 

Recommendation: 

It is recommended that City Council authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with 

Howell Contractors, Inc., and appropriate project funding in the amount of $660,000.00 for the 

Homeward Way Lift Station Improvement Project. 

ORDINANCE NO. 61-19. APPROVED 7-0. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Debbie Pennington, Council Member, 3rd Ward 

SECONDER: Tim Abbott, Council Member, 4th Ward 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Finance & Budget Committee 

Tim Abbott, Chair; Leslie Besl, Vice Chair; Chad Oberson, Member 

Motion to Read by Title Only 

 Motion to read the following two (2) ordinances by title only. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tim Abbott, Council Member, 4th Ward 

SECONDER: Craig W. Keller, Council Member, 2nd Ward 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 127-18 entitled “An Ordinance to make estimated 

appropriations for the expenses and other expenditures of the City of Fairfield, Ohio, during a 

period beginning January 1, 2019, and ending December 31, 2019.” 

Recommendation: 

It is recommended that City Council suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading of 

this Ordinance and adopt the appropriations listed above.  

ORDINANCE NO. 62-19. APPROVED 7-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tim Abbott, Council Member, 4th Ward 

SECONDER: Craig W. Keller, Council Member, 2nd Ward 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings 

Councilmember Abbott presented the first reading of this ordinance. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tim Abbott, Council Member, 4th Ward 

SECONDER: Bill Woeste, Council Member at Large 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 127-18 entitled “An Ordinance to make estimated 

appropriations for the expenses and other expenditures of the City of Fairfield, Ohio, during a 

period beginning January 1, 2019, and ending December 31, 2019.” 

Recommendation: 

It is recommended that City Council suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading of 

this Ordinance and adopt the appropriations listed above.  

ORDINANCE NO. 63-19. APPROVED 7-0. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tim Abbott, Council Member, 4th Ward 

SECONDER: Bill Woeste, Council Member at Large 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings 

Councilmember Abbott presented the first reading of this ordinance. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tim Abbott, Council Member, 4th Ward 

SECONDER: Bill Woeste, Council Member at Large 

AYES: D'Epifanio, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Keller, Pennington, Abbott 

Meeting Schedule 

Clerk Wilson read the following meeting schedule: 

A. Monday, July 8 - Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting 7:00 PM 

B. Monday, August 12 - Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting 7:00 PM 

C. Monday, September 9 - Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting 7:00 PM 

Executive Session of Council (if needed) 

None. 

14. ADJOURNMENT 

The Regular Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM. 
 

ATTEST:  

_____________________________ 

Clerk of Council  

 

 

_____________________________ 

Mayor's Approval 

 

Date Approved__________________ 
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Council‐Manager Briefing 

June 10, 2019

Adam Sackenheim

Director – Public Utilities

Outline:
1. Mission Statement

2. Staffing and Structure

3. Recent & Current Capital Initiatives

4. Future Capital Initiatives

5. Financial Health & Rates

6. Consumption Trends & Metering

7. Regulatory Challenges

8. Policy‐shaping & Advocacy Efforts

9. Our Future…
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1. Mission
 Protect Public Health 

 Protect Public Safety

 Protect the Environment

2. Staffing & Structure – Then…

Water Division

Water Treatment

Water Maintenance

Water Distribution

Water Meter Reading

Wastewater Division

Wastewater Treatment

Wastewater Maintenance

Wastewater Collections

Laboratory
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2. Staffing & Structure – Now…

Treatment Division

Water Treatment

Water Maintenance

Water Distribution

Water Meter Reading

Field Division

Wastewater Treatment

Wastewater Maintenance

Wastewater Collections

Laboratory

3. Recent & Current Capital Initiatives
 Water: Mack Road Water Tower; Winton Road Water 
Tower; Water Main Replacement Projects on Rt. 4, 
Mack & Ross, Donald Drive, & Seward Road

 Wastewater: WWTP Electrical Improvements Project; 
Ross Road Relief Sewer; Homeward Way Lift Station 
Upgrade

~$8 Million in Improvements over past three years; 
Including $5M+ on water main replacement projects 
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1.A.a
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4. Future Capital Initiatives
 Water: WTP Carbon Dioxide System Upgrade; Seward 
Road Water Towers; Winton & Mack Water Main 
Replacement; Automatic Metering Reading

 Wastewater: Sludge Dewatering Building and 
equipment; WWTP Chemical Treatment upgrades; 
Biological Nutrient Removal

5. Financial Health & Rates

2018 Year‐End 
Financial 
Summary: 
Public Utilities
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Water & Sewer Rates
 Current rate schedule approved January 2017; 4‐year 
schedule good thru 2020

 Average residential combined bill, per month (5,000 
gallons of usage)

 2016: $39.42

 2017: $43.27

 2018: $47.58

 2019: $50.08

 2020: $52.54 

19

Average annual increase:
$3.28 per month

Water & Sewer 
Rates
 Oakwood Survey of ~63 
Municipal Public Utilities 
in SW Ohio

 How does Fairfield Rank?
 (Actual / projected)

 2016: 6th / NA

 2017: 9th / 10th

 2018: 11th / 13th

 2019: 13th / 13th

 2020: TBD / 14th

20
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6. Consumption Trends & Metering

1.A.a
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City of Fairfield: Water Sales by Meter Size, Over Time

6. Consumption Trends & Metering 
(Cont.)
 Residential Metering Evaluation (2018)

 30 ¾” meters removed from service and tested for 
accuracy

 10 each from each pressure zone

 Most meters 20+ years old
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6. Consumption Trends & Metering 
(Cont.)
 Residential Metering Evaluation (2018)

 Results:

 Good overall accuracy

 10 minute test @ 10 gpm: Average % error: ‐0.8%

 5 minute test @ 2 gpm: Average % error: ‐0.5%

 40 minute test @ 0.25 gpm: Avg. % error: ‐10.5%

 Why – good water quality; mostly ‘indoor’ meters

 Metering focus moving forward: 

 Commercial meter replacement

7. Regulatory Challenges
 Drinking Water:

 New pollutants of concern (PFOA/PFOS; 
pharmaceuticals; etc.)
 Source water protection

 Lead & Copper

 Asset Management & Contingency Planning

 Wastewater:
 New pollutants of concern (PFOA/PFOS; 
pharmaceuticals; etc.)

 Nutrient removal

 Biosolids (sludge) disposal
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Harmful algal bloom due to nutrient 
enrichment; Grand Lake St. Mary’s (~2010)

8. Policy‐shaping & Advocacy Efforts
Water Advocacy: American Water Works Association (AWWA); Ohio Section 
AWWA; Hamilton to New Baltimore Ground Water Consortium; etc
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Wastewater Advocacy: Water Environment Federation (WEF); Ohio Water 
Environment Association (OWEA); Association of Ohio Metropolitan 
Wastewater Agencies (aomwa); Lower GMR POTW Coalition; etc

9. Our Future…
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9. Our Future…
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