
 

City of Fairfield 

Minutes 

Regular Meeting of City Council 

May 26, 2020 
 

 

 

Council-Manager Briefing 

Summer Events Discussion 

Mayor Miller called the briefing to order at 6:00 PM. Councilmembers present: Leslie Besl, Dale 

Paullus, Terry Senger, Tim Abbott, Mark Scharringhausen and Bill Woeste. 

 

Staff members present: Mark Wendling, Dan Wendt, Tiphanie Howard, Adam Sackenheim, 

Dave Butsch, Greg Kathman, Scott Timmer, Carol Mayhall, Steve Wolterman and Alisha 

Wilson. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Tiphanie Howard presented information regarding the impacts of 

COVID-19 on the programming for the Parks and Recreation Department. See attached slides. 

Business Meeting Call to Order 

Mayor Miller called the Regular Meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Prayer/Pledge of Allegiance 

Mayor Miller led in prayer and Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call 

Councilmembers present included: 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Mark 

Scharringhausen 

Council Member at 

Large 

Present  

Chad Oberson Council Member at 

Large 

Present  

Bill Woeste Council Member at 

Large 

Present  

Leslie Besl Council Member, 1st 

Ward 

Present  

Dale Paullus Councilmember, 2nd 

Ward 

Present  

Terry Senger Councilmember, 3rd 

Ward 

Present  

Tim Abbott Council Member, 4th 

Ward 

Excused  

Steve Miller Mayor Present  
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Councilmember Oberson, seconded by Councilmember Scharringhause, moved to excuse 

Councilmember Abbott. Motion carried 6-0. 

Agenda Modifications 

None. 

Executive Session Requests 

Councilmember Oberson, seconded by Councilmember Scharringhausen, moved for Executive 

Session to review collective bargaining, appointment of a public official, pending and imminent 

litigation and confidential information related to economic development. Motion carried 6-0. 

Special Presentations and Citizen Comments 

Mayor Miller and Councilmember Oberson congratulated Public Works Director Dave Butsch 

on his retirement and thanked him for his leadership and years of service to the community. 

Mayor Miller presented him with a Key to the City in honor of his service. 

Public Hearing(s) 

None. 

Approval of Minutes 

The Regular Meeting Minutes of May 11, 2020 were approved as written and submitted. 

OLD BUSINESS AND REPORTS 

Community & Public Relations Committee 

Dale Paullus, Chair; Leslie Besl, Vice Chair; Terry Senger, Member 

Development Services Committee 

Bill Woeste, Chair; Tim Abbott, Vice Chair; Mark Scharringhausen, Member 

Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 166-84, the Codified Ordinances of Fairfield, Ohio, Section 

1141.02, the City of Fairfield, Ohio, Zoning Map by approving the Final Development Plan for 

the Dunkin Restaurant portion of the Chick-fil-A restaurant/retail center Planned Unit 

Devlopment. 

Recommendation: 

It is recommended that City Council have a first reading on this item at the April 27, 2020 

meeting, set the joint public hearing for May 11, and await the written recommendation from the 

Planning Commission. 

Councilmember Woeste presented the second reading of this ordinance. 

RESULT: SECOND READING Next: 6/8/2020 7:00 PM 

Parks, Recreation and Environment Committee 

Leslie Besl, Chair; Dale Paullus, Vice Chair; Tim Abbott, Member 
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Public Safety Committee 

Mark Scharringhausen, Chair; Terry Senger, Vice Chair; Dale Paullus, Member 

Public Works Committee 

Chad Oberson, Chair; Mark Scharringhausen, Vice Chair; Bill Woeste, Member 

Public Utilities Committee 

Terry Senger, Chair; Chad Oberson, Vice Chair; Leslie Besl, Member 

Finance & Budget Committee 

Tim Abbott, Chair; Bill Woeste, Vice Chair; Chad Oberson, Member 

Resolution to approve and adopt the City of Fairfield, Ohio 2020-2024 Capital Improvement 

Program. 

Recommendation: 

It is necessary for City Council to pass a resolution to approve the 2020-2024 Capital 

Improvement Program. 

 

It is recommended that City Council authorize and direct the preparation of legislation adopting 

the 2020-2024 Capital Improvement Program. 

Councilmember Woeste presented the second reading of this resolution. 

RESULT: SECOND READING Next: 6/8/2020 7:00 PM 

NEW BUSINESS 

Community & Public Relations Committee 

Dale Paullus, Chair; Leslie Besl, Vice Chair; Terry Senger, Member 

Simple Motion: Motion to appoint Ben Mann to the Butler County Transportation Improvement 

District effective June 1, 2020 and expiring October 12, 2021. 

Recommendation: 
It is recommended that City Council, via simple motion, appoint City Engineer Ben Mann, to the Butler 
County Transportation Improvement District for terms of office commencing June 1, 2020 and expiring on 
October 12, 2021.   

SIMPLE MOTION NO. 11-20. APPROVED 6-0. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dale Paullus, Councilmember, 2nd Ward 

SECONDER: Bill Woeste, Council Member at Large 

AYES: Scharringhausen, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Paullus, Senger 

EXCUSED: Abbott 

Parks, Recreation and Environment Committee 

Leslie Besl, Chair; Dale Paullus, Vice Chair; Tim Abbott, Member 
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Motion to Read by Title Only 

Motion to read one ordinance by title only. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Leslie Besl, Council Member, 1st Ward 

SECONDER: Dale Paullus, Councilmember, 2nd Ward 

AYES: Scharringhausen, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Paullus, Senger 

EXCUSED: Abbott 

Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings 

Councilmember Besl presented the first reading of this ordinance. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Leslie Besl, Council Member, 1st Ward 

SECONDER: Dale Paullus, Councilmember, 2nd Ward 

AYES: Scharringhausen, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Paullus, Senger 

EXCUSED: Abbott 

Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to enter into a subscription agreement for Hulu Internet 

TV Service for North Trace Clubhouse and declaring an emergency. 

Recommendation: 

It is recommended that City Council approve the use of Hulu Internet TV Service for North 

Trace Clubhouse and the decision to pay sales tax due to the dramatic savings of monies even 

with the payment of sales tax.  

ORDINANCE NO. 35-20. APPROVED 6-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Leslie Besl, Council Member, 1st Ward 

SECONDER: Bill Woeste, Council Member at Large 

AYES: Scharringhausen, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Paullus, Senger 

EXCUSED: Abbott 

Public Safety Committee 

Mark Scharringhausen, Chair; Terry Senger, Vice Chair; Dale Paullus, Member 

Motion to Read by Title Only 

Motion to read three ordinances by title only. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Mark Scharringhausen, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Bill Woeste, Council Member at Large 

AYES: Scharringhausen, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Paullus, Senger 

EXCUSED: Abbott 

Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with Lebanon Ford for the 

purchase of four (4) police vehicles and declaring an emergency. 
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Recommendation: 

It is recommended that the City Council authorize and direct the preparation of legislation 

authorizing the appropriation of funding in the amount of $136,000 from the Capital 

Improvement Fund for the purchase of (4) Police Patrol Vehicles for the Police Department. It is 

further recommended that the City Council authorize and direct the preparation of legislation 

authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract with Lebanon Ford, Lebanon, Ohio 

ORDINANCE NO. 36-20. APPROVED 6-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Mark Scharringhausen, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Bill Woeste, Council Member at Large 

AYES: Scharringhausen, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Paullus, Senger 

EXCUSED: Abbott 

Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings 

Councilmember Scharringhausen presented the first reading of this ordinance. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Mark Scharringhausen, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Dale Paullus, Councilmember, 2nd Ward 

AYES: Scharringhausen, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Paullus, Senger 

EXCUSED: Abbott 

Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with Horton Emergency 

Vehicles Co. for the purchase of a Horton Ambulance and declaring an emergency. 

Recommendation: 
It is recommended that the City Council authorize and direct the preparation of legislation authorizing 

the appropriation of funding in the amount of $297,969 from the Capital Improvement Fund for this 

purchase. 

ORDINANCE NO. 37-20. APPROVED 6-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Mark Scharringhausen, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Dale Paullus, Councilmember, 2nd Ward 

AYES: Scharringhausen, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Paullus, Senger 

EXCUSED: Abbott 

Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings 

Councilmember Scharringhausen presented the first reading of this ordinance. 
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RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Mark Scharringhausen, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Bill Woeste, Council Member at Large 

AYES: Scharringhausen, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Paullus, Senger 

EXCUSED: Abbott 

Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with Vogelpohl Fire Equipment 

for the purchase of an E-One Fire Truck and declaring an emergency. 

Recommendation: 
It is recommended that the City Council authorize and direct the preparation of legislation authorizing 

the appropriation of funding in the amount of $617,355 from the Capital Improvement Fund for this 

purchase. 

ORDINANCE NO. 38-20. APPROVED 6-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Mark Scharringhausen, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Chad Oberson, Council Member at Large 

AYES: Scharringhausen, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Paullus, Senger 

EXCUSED: Abbott 

Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings 

Councilmember Scharringhausen presented the first reading of this ordinance. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Mark Scharringhausen, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Dale Paullus, Councilmember, 2nd Ward 

AYES: Scharringhausen, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Paullus, Senger 

EXCUSED: Abbott 

Finance & Budget Committee 

Tim Abbott, Chair; Bill Woeste, Vice Chair; Chad Oberson, Member 

Motion to Read by Title Only 

Motion to read two ordinances by title only. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Woeste, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Mark Scharringhausen, Council Member at Large 

AYES: Scharringhausen, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Paullus, Senger 

EXCUSED: Abbott 

Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 119-19 entitled “An Ordinance to make estimated 

appropriations for the expenses and other expenditures of the City of Fairfield, Ohio, during a 

period beginning January 1, 2020, and ending December 31, 2020.” 

Recommendation: 
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It is recommended that City Council suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading of 

this Ordinance and adopt the appropriations listed above.  

ORDINANCE NO. 39-20. APPROVED 6-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Woeste, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Chad Oberson, Council Member at Large 

AYES: Scharringhausen, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Paullus, Senger 

EXCUSED: Abbott 

Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings 

Councilmember Woeste presented the first reading of this ordinance. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Woeste, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Dale Paullus, Councilmember, 2nd Ward 

AYES: Scharringhausen, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Paullus, Senger 

EXCUSED: Abbott 

Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 119-19 entitled “An Ordinance to make estimated 

appropriations for the expenses and other expenditures of the City of Fairfield, Ohio, during a 

period beginning January 1, 2020, and ending December 31, 2020.” 

Recommendation: 

It is recommended that City Council suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading of 

this Ordinance and adopt the appropriations listed above.  

ORDINANCE NO. 40-20. APPROVED 6-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Woeste, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Chad Oberson, Council Member at Large 

AYES: Scharringhausen, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Paullus, Senger 

EXCUSED: Abbott 

Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings 

Councilmember Woeste presented the first reading of this ordinance. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Woeste, Council Member at Large 

SECONDER: Dale Paullus, Councilmember, 2nd Ward 

AYES: Scharringhausen, Oberson, Woeste, Besl, Paullus, Senger 

EXCUSED: Abbott 

Meeting Schedule 

A. Monday, June 8th - Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting 7:00 PM 

B. Monday, June22nd - Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting 7:00 PM 
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C. Monday, July 13th - Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting 7:00 PM 

Executive Session of Council (if needed) 

14. ADJOURNMENT 

The Regular Meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM. 
 

ATTEST:  

_____________________________ 

Clerk of Council  

 

 

_____________________________ 

Mayor's Approval 

 

Date Approved__________________ 



COVID-19
Effects on the Parks and Recreation Department
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OUTLINE
 Overview of operations impacted by closure

 Industry-specific response 

 Timeline of reopening plans

 Sector Specific Operating Requirements

 Where are we now?

 Questions
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COVID-19 IMPACTS TO PARKS & RECREATION
 Areas impacted by COVID-19 shut down:

 Internal Operations: Office environment, trainings, etc.

 Programs & Events

 Youth, Teen and Nature Programs

 55 Plus and Senior Lounge

 Fitness Classes

 Daddy Daughter Dance

 Village Green Activities: Farmers Market, Concerts, Movies, etc.

 Theater

 Signature, One Stage and Wine Women and Song Series, Fairfield Footlighters, Miami Valley Ballet, and STARZ 
(Frozen)

 Rentals:  Weddings, community groups, private rentals and regular corporate rentals

 Golf Operations (were quickly re-opened with restrictions on March 29): No outings are permitted

 Playgrounds/Dog Parks: Inability to enforce social distancing and touch points/CDC Guidance

 Aquatic Center: Announced on May 14th a re-open date of May 26 with restrictions
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INDUSTRY-SPECIFIC RESPONSE
 OPRA and NRPA:

 Deploying a state-wide communications plan to deliver critical resources, driving 
shared messaging, and relaying up-to-date public health guidance to park and 
recreation professionals.

 Surveying and tracking the status of the field in real-time, monitoring changes in 
policy, practice and operations. 

 Google Mobility Report

 March 21-May 2 :  Parks usage up 222% Nationwide and 281% for Butler County.

 Virtual CAC

 Outreach to our community through virtual activities developed by our staff.

1.A.a

Packet Pg. 12

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 C

O
V

ID
 Im

p
ac

ts
 o

n
 P

ar
ks

 a
n

d
 R

ec
re

at
io

n
 P

re
se

n
ta

ti
o

n
 0

52
62

02
0 

 (
15

25
 :

 S
u

m
m

er
 E

ve
n

ts



OPRA SURVEY (REGION 3 - 5/20/20)
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OPRA SURVEY (REGION 3 - 5/20/20)
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NRPA SURVEY (5/22/20)
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GOOGLE MOBILITY REPORT
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VIRTUAL CAC
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TIMELINE OF RE-OPENING ANNOUNCEMENTS

 April 27: Governor announces “Responsible RestartOhio” plans and protocol.

 May 4: Offices, Manufacturing and Construction (announced April 27).

 Offices re-opened on May 4.

 May 26: Pools, Fitness Centers and Non-Contact Sports (announced May 14).

 Recommendation to not open proposed to Parks Board on May 19.

 Memo to recommend closure sent to City Manager on May 22.

 June 1: Banquet Centers (announced May 21).

 Have not received requirements.

 Delay in announcing re-opening of functions that generate social gatherings.
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SECTOR SPECIFIC OPERATING REQUIREMENTS
 As of May 21, 10 out of 15 “sector specific” requirements that were published 

related directly to Parks and Recreation Department Operations:

 Fishing

 Golf

 Restaurants

 Pools/Aquatic Centers

 Day Camps

 Offices/Workplace Environments

 Consumer and Retail

 Gyms, Fitness Centers

 Tennis

 Baseball/Softball

 Banquet Centers (announced a June 1 re-open date).
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CURRENT STATUS OF OPERATIONS

Area of Operation

Closed/Not 
Permitted 
Awaiting 

Guidance

Re-Opened 
w/Restrictions

Prohibitive to 
Re-Open 

Recommend 
Closing

Currently 
Reviewing 
Feasibility

Fishing X

Performance Theater X

Retail (Marsh Bait House, Pro Shop) X

Golf Courses X

Aquatic Center X

Venue Rentals X

Playgrounds/Dog Park/Restrooms X

Baseball/Softball X

Tennis X

Basketball/Soccer X

Gym, Fitness Centers X

Senior Activities/Lounge X

Inside Dining - ST X

Outside Dining - ST X

Day Camps X

Golf Outings X

Office/Workplace X

Concerts/Festivals X

Youth Programming X

1.A.a

Packet Pg. 20

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 C

O
V

ID
 Im

p
ac

ts
 o

n
 P

ar
ks

 a
n

d
 R

ec
re

at
io

n
 P

re
se

n
ta

ti
o

n
 0

52
62

02
0 

 (
15

25
 :

 S
u

m
m

er
 E

ve
n

ts



37 REQUIREMENTS

• Supplemental staff to enforce restrictions.
• Regular closings to disinfect entire facility.
• Facility upgrades to comply with standards.
• Inability to train/certify lifeguards.
• Limiting capacity to 120 patrons.
• Negative experience visiting the pool.
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WHERE ARE WE NOW

 While a majority of our operations are able to re-open with restrictions staff is 
methodically reviewing these protocols and creatively thinking about how to 
make it happen.

 We are still waiting for opening announcement in the following areas:

 Playgrounds/Dog Park/Restrooms

 CDC and Dog Parks: 

 Do not let pets interact with people or other animals outside the household.

Walk dogs on a leash, maintaining at least 6 feet (2 meters) from other people and animals.

 Avoid dog parks or public places where a large number of people and dogs gather.

 Contact Sports (Soccer and Football)

 Summer Concert Series including “Red, White & KaBOOM”

 Theaters

 Senior Centers/Programs
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QUESTIONS?
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