City of Fairfield
Minutes
Regular Meeting of City Council
March 13, 2023

Council-Manager Briefing

Village Green

Mayor Rhodus called the briefing to order at 6:30 PM. Councilmembers present: Leslie Besl,
Dale Paullus, Terry Senger, Adam Kraft, Tim Meyers and Gwen Brill.

Staff members present: Scott Timmer, Mandi Brock, Alisha Wilson, Steve Wolterman, Steve
Maynard, Adam Sackenheim, Ben Mann, Tom Lakamp, Chris Hacker, Laurie Murphy, Carol
Mayhall, Greg Kathman.

City Manager Timmer and Acting Parks & Recreation Director Brock presented the plan for the
Village Green Playground Project. See attached slides.

Business Meeting Call to Order

Mayor Rhodus called the Regular Meeting of Council to order at 7:00 PM.

Prayer/Pledge of Allegiance
A. Councilmember Brill
Councilmember Brill led in prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call
Councilmembers present included:

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived
Tim Meyers Councilmember, At-Large Present

Matt Davidson Councilmember, At-Large Excused

Gwen Brill Councilmember, At-Large Present

Leslie Besl Councilmember, 1st Ward Present

Dale Paullus Councilmember, 2nd Ward Present

Terry Senger Councilmember, 3rd Ward Present

Adam Kraft Councilmember, 4th Ward Present

Mitch Rhodus Mayor Present

Vice Mayor Meyers, seconded by Councilmember Paullus, moved to excuse Councilmember Davidson.
Motion carried 6-0.

Agenda Modifications
None.



Executive Session Requests

Councilmember Besl, seconded by Vice Mayor Meyers, moved for Executive Session to discuss
the status of negotiations with public employees regarding their wages, hours and other terms
and conditions of their employment, as well as pending or imminent litigation. Roll call vote.
Motion carried 6-0.

Special Presentations
None.

Citizen Comments
1. Dick Bell, 370 Hallmark Court

Mr. Bell stated that his property backs up to public property and the public property is a common
thoroughfare for the coyotes and then they enter residents' yards. He stated that he reviewed the
plans on the website and there is no balance, but all of the responsibility is on the residents.

2. Mike Baynes, 1792 Gloster

Mr. Baynes stated that he installed flood lights, motion sensors, cameras, etc. and has recorded
coyotes in his yard several times. He stated that there was a dog killed by a coyote on Mack Road
after the last meeting. He said he has called a lot of professionals and most won't trap coyotes and
those that will want $1,000 for up front costs plus another $500 if a coyote is caught. He said that
the feral cat problem is a food source to the coyotes and that he doesn't care about opposing views
because these are not bunnies and they have no predators.

3. Bob Erbs, 621 Glenna

Mr. Erbs stated that he has lost 5 pets in 3 months due to coyotes. He said Animal Control was
unsympathetic and told him it was just nature. He said he found a coyote in his yard, shaking a
cat house and when it saw him, it jumped a 6 foot privacy fence without an issue. He said the
Donut Spot employees regularly see coyotes in packs on the sidewalk when they go in to work
during the night.

4. Liz Jarvis, 2440 Clara Bea

Mrs. Jarvis stated that she has learned a lot over the last few weeks and understands that all
coyotes shouldn't be Killed. She sees the progression according to the interaction chart, though,
and feels there are some that are a problem in the city. She would like to see more removal of the
dens, especially on public property She said there are coyote dens in Oakwood Park and on the
golf courses. She would like to see the City work to get all residents on board and send postcards
out for training sessions regarding coyote hazing and interactions. She would also like the City to
keep track of hot spots. She stated that she is purchasing a motion sensor with ultrasonic sound to
try to deter them and will report if it works.

5. Ricky Riley, 5552 Crystal Drive

Mr. Riley stated that the plan is just a legal exercise to avoid liability and there will not be any
success with it. He stated that the plan makes Fairfield a coyote sanctuary city because they will
learn where they are safe from hunting. He said the City should track sighting and exterminate
them in parks at night. He said the plan does not include finding and destroying the dens. He said
there is too much land in Fairfield for one Animal Control Officer to police. He stated that
someone will take the City to court if the plan is adopted as is.

6. Mark Jarvis, 2440 Clara Bea
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Mr. Jarvis stated that coyotes will see the traps and avoid those areas, which doesn't solve the
problem, it only moves it. He stated that the problem is on public property because that is where
the dens and breeding grounds are. He said the City is accountable and needs to be responsible to
keep the City safe.

Tina Kozeniac, 5284 Winton Road

Ms. Kozeniac stated that she encountered a coyote across from the middle school at 2:30 PM on
the property she manages. She said it did not back down from her and her vehicle. She asked if
she would be charged with a crime for destroying a coyote in self defense on her own property or
on the property she manages? Mr. Wolterman told her that the city has never prosecuted for self
defense. She stated that the City needs to consider a citizen task force to help with this problem
because she doesn't have it in her to pick up another dead feral or pet cat.

John Conyers, 5610 Monica Drive

Mr. Conyers stated that this is a country-wide problem and Killing them doesn't help because they
repopulate. He stated that everyone needs to protect themselves and others but should not hurt the
coyotes unless they are not afraid of humans.

Chris, 8 Brians Lane

She stated that the coyotes shouldn't be killed, other than maybe the coys. She said the latest she
has seen on social media is to poison them with poisoned hot dogs but that is a bad idea because a
child or a pet will end up in the hospital or dead. She asked how anyone is supposed to know if
the coyote was killed in self defense or not. She asked where the accountability was.

Carol, 4244 \Waterfront Court

She stated that she let her dog out in January to go to the restroom at 10 PM and saw coyotes run
through her yard after dropping her dog. She said her dog had 2 puncture wounds but thankfully
recovered. She stated that it is the residents' responsibility to protect their pets.

Vice Mayor Tim Meyers

Vice Mayor Meyers stated that he wanted to see a balanced approach in the management plan. He
commended the residents for their calm, democratic dialogue regarding this issue. He said that
there are process questions that need to be answered and the Citizen Task Force should be
explored. He also stated that there are several public safety concerns to be aware of regarding pets
and the use of firearms or poison. He asked if the Council thought the ordinance on the agenda
should be tabled for further discussion.

Councilmember Dale Paullus

Councilmember Paullus stated that he felt the ordinance should move forward because it gives the
residents something actionable right now, but that the plan can still be amended and worked on
even after the ordinance is voted on. He stated that he would be out of town on City business for
the next meeting, but he would like to see the ordinance put forward for third reading and a vote
in his absence.

Councilmember Terry Senger

Councilmember Senger stated that residents definitely need to watch their pets and that he doesn't
necessarily believe that killing a coyote brings 3-4 more in its place. He does think that something
needs to be done to mitigate the den on the Buher property.

Councilmember Adam Kraft

Councilmember Kraft commended the group for their dialogue. He said that he feels it is
important to teach hazing strategies to residents and students, to make sure they are safe at their
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bus stops. He said that he thinks the plan needs more review and detail, but that it is on the right
track.

15. City Manager Scott Timmer

Mr. Timmer explained that the purpose of the plan is to put forth the best practices to manage
coyote interactions and issues. He stated that it is a working document separate from the
ordinance that can be revised and amended as needed.

Public Hearing(s)
None.

Approval of Minutes

The Special Meeting Minutes of February 11, 2023, Special Meeting Minutes of February 18,
2023 and Regular Meeting Minutes of February 27, 2023 were approved as written and
submitted.

OLD BUSINESS AND REPORTS

Community & Public Relations
Councilmember Leslie Besl

Development Services
Councilmember Matt Davidson

Parks, Recreation and Environment
Councilmember Gwen Birill

Public Safety
Councilmember Dale Paullus

Ordinance to amend Section 505.11 of Chapter 505 of Ordinance No. 166-84, the Codified
Ordinances of Fairfield, Ohio relative to control of nuisance animals.

Recommendation:
It is recommended that City Council adopt an ordinance to amend Section 505.11 of the General
Offenses Code.

Councilmember Paullus presented the second reading of this ordinance.

RESULT: SECOND READING Next: 3/27/2023 7:00 PM

Public Utilities
Councilmember Adam Kraft

Public Works

Councilmember Terry Senger

Finance & Budget
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Councilmember Tim Meyers

Ordinance establishing salaries for certain exempt and salaried employees of the City of
Fairfield, Ohio, to repeal Ordinance No. 154-22 and all amendments thereto.

Recommendation:

That Council adopt the recommended revisions to the Unclassified Service Pay Plan and
authorize two allocations, in the amount of $100,000 each, for the City Manager to award
performance-based wage increases and other lump sum wage, merit and equity adjustments.

Vice Mayor Meyers presented the third reading of this ordinance.

ORDINANCE NO. 30-23. APPROVED 6-0.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Tim Meyers, Councilmember, At-Large
SECONDER: Gwen Brill, Councilmember, At-Large
AYES: Meyers, Brill, Besl, Paullus, Senger, Kraft
EXCUSED: Davidson

Ordinance to amend Sections 121.01 and 131.01 of Ordinance 166-84, the Codified Ordinances
of Fairfield, Ohio relative to the annual compensation for members of Council and the Mayor for
new terms commencing January 1, 2024 and thereafter.

Recommendation:

It is recommended that City Council adopt an ordinance to establish compensation of elected
officials. An increase from $9,600.00 to $12,000.00 per year will take effect for new terms
commencing on and after January 1, 2024.

Vice Mayor Meyers presented the second reading of this ordinance.

RESULT: SECOND READING Next: 3/27/2023 7:00 PM

NEW BUSINESS

Councilmember Besl, seconded by Councilmember Paullus, moved to read all New
Business by title only.

Community & Public Relations
Councilmember Leslie Besl

Simple Motion: Motion to approve the following 2023 Boards/Commissions Appointments
effective April 1, 2023: Bill Campbell - Board of Zoning Appeals (term expires 3/31/28) Kevin
Corey - Civil Service Commission (term expires 3/31/26) Doug Meece - Parks & Recreation
Board, Third Ward (term expires 3/31/26) Martin Medler - Planning Commission, First Ward
(term expires 3/31/27) Melissa O'Brien - Planning Commission, Third Ward (term expires
3/31/27) Rachel Naegele - Income Tax Review Board (term expires 3/31/25) Steven Preda -
Income Tax Review Board (term expires 3/31/25)

Recommendation:
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It is recommended that City Council, via simple motion, appoint the following residents to serve on the various
boards and commissions effective April 1, 2023:

Bill Campbell - Board of Zoning Appeals (term expires 3/31/28)

Kevin Corey - Civil Service Commission (term expires 3/31/26)

Doug Meece - Parks & Recreation Board, Third Ward (term expires 3/31/26)
Martin Medler - Planning Commission, First Ward (term expires 3/31/27)
Melissa O'Brien - Planning Commission, Third Ward (term expires 3/31/27)
Rachel Naegele - Income Tax Review Board (term expires 3/31/25)

Steven Preda - Income Tax Review Board (term expires 3/31/25)

SIMPLE MOTION NO. 4-23. APPROVED 6-0.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Leslie Besl, Councilmember, 1st Ward
SECONDER: Terry Senger, Councilmember, 3rd Ward
AYES: Meyers, Brill, Besl, Paullus, Senger, Kraft
EXCUSED: Davidson

Simple Motion: Motion to re-appoint Bill Woeste as Fairfield's representative to the Butler
County Board of Health beginning March 13, 2023.

Recommendation:
It is recommended that Council, via simple motion, formally re-appoint Bill Woeste for a new term of office
beginning March 13, 2023 and expiring on March 1, 2026.

SIMPLE MOTION NO. 5-23. APPROVED 6-0.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Leslie Besl, Councilmember, 1st Ward
SECONDER: Terry Senger, Councilmember, 3rd Ward
AYES: Meyers, Brill, Besl, Paullus, Senger, Kraft
EXCUSED: Davidson

Parks, Recreation and Environment
Councilmember Gwen Birill
Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings

Councilmember Brill presented the first reading of this ordinance.

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Gwen Brill, Councilmember, At-Large
SECONDER: Dale Paullus, Councilmember, 2nd Ward
AYES: Meyers, Brill, Besl, Paullus, Senger, Kraft
EXCUSED: Davidson

Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with Century Equipment for the
purchase of a Toro 4000 mower for Parks Maintenance and declaring an emergency.

Recommendation:
It is recommended that City Council authorize an appropriation of $120,000.00 from the Capital Fund for
the purchase of a Toro 4000 mower utilizing the Sourcewell joint purchasing program.
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ORDINANCE NO. 31-23. APPROVED 6-0.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Gwen Brill, Councilmember, At-Large
SECONDER: Dale Paullus, Councilmember, 2nd Ward
AYES: Meyers, Brill, Besl, Paullus, Senger, Kraft
EXCUSED: Davidson

Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings

Councilmember Brill presented the first reading of this ordinance.

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Gwen Brill, Councilmember, At-Large
SECONDER: Terry Senger, Councilmember, 3rd Ward
AYES: Meyers, Brill, Besl, Paullus, Senger, Kraft
EXCUSED: Davidson

Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with Wehrkamp Enterprise for
the purchase of a Baroness Fairway Mower for Golf Maintenance and declaring an emergency.

Recommendation:

It is recommended that City Council authorize an appropriation of $95,000.00 from the Capital Fund for
the purchase of a Baroness Fairway Mower utilizing the Ohio Revised Code Section 125.04 (C) allowing
the purchase of contract items through a third party at a lower price than that listed by another
Governmental agency as defined by Ohio Revised Code Section 125.04 (B)(1)(c).

ORDINANCE NO. 32-23. APPROVED 6-0.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Gwen Brill, Councilmember, At-Large
SECONDER: Terry Senger, Councilmember, 3rd Ward
AYES: Meyers, Brill, Besl, Paullus, Senger, Kraft
EXCUSED: Davidson

Public Safety
Councilmember Dale Paullus
Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings

Councilmember Paullus presented the first reading of this ordinance.

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Dale Paullus, Councilmember, 2nd Ward
SECONDER: Adam Kraft, Councilmember, 4th Ward
AYES: Meyers, Brill, Besl, Paullus, Senger, Kraft
EXCUSED: Davidson

Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to enter into a professional services agreement with
Flock Group, Inc. to provide 44 Falcon Automated License Plate Readers (ALPRs) and
associated software and declaring an emergency.
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Recommendation:

It is recommended that City Council authorize the City Manger to enter into a professional
services agreement with Flock Safety located at 1170 Howell Mill Road, New Suite 210 Atlanta,
Georgia 30318 to provide 44 Falcon ALPRs and associated software for the quoted price of
$128,900. Additional years of support will be funded through the police department operating
budget.

ORDINANCE NO. 33-23. APPROVED 6-0.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Dale Paullus, Councilmember, 2nd Ward
SECONDER: Leslie Besl, Councilmember, 1st Ward
AYES: Meyers, Brill, Besl, Paullus, Senger, Kraft
EXCUSED: Davidson

Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings

Councilmember Paullus presented the first reading of this ordinance.

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Dale Paullus, Councilmember, 2nd Ward
SECONDER: Adam Kraft, Councilmember, 4th Ward
AYES: Meyers, Brill, Besl, Paullus, Senger, Kraft
EXCUSED: Davidson

Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with 911 Fleet & Fire
Equipment for the purchase of fire fighting protective clothing and declaring an emergency.

Recommendation:

It is recommended that the City Council authorize and direct the preparation of legislation
authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract with 911 Fleet, 11 Lendale Drive, Florence,
KY 41042 in the amount of $57,783.00 from the Capital Improvement Fund for this purchase.

ORDINANCE NO. 34-23. APPROVED 6-0.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Dale Paullus, Councilmember, 2nd Ward
SECONDER: Gwen Brill, Councilmember, At-Large
AYES: Meyers, Brill, Besl, Paullus, Senger, Kraft
EXCUSED: Davidson

Public Works

Councilmember Terry Senger
Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings

Councilmember Senger presented the first reading of this ordinance.
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RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Terry Senger, Councilmember, 3rd Ward
SECONDER: Tim Meyers, Councilmember, At-Large
AYES: Meyers, Brill, Besl, Paullus, Senger, Kraft
EXCUSED: Davidson

Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to enter into an agreement with Choice One
Engineering to survey and resolve the Right of Way for Pleasant Avenue between John Gray and
Patterson Drive.

Recommendation:

It is recommended that City Council authorize the City Manager to enter into the attached agreement with
Choice One Engineering to survey and resolve the right of way for Pleasant Avenue between John Gray
Road and Patterson Drive and further recommends that City Council authorize funding in the amount
shown in the Financial Impact section.

ORDINANCE NO. 35-23. APPROVED 6-0.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Terry Senger, Councilmember, 3rd Ward
SECONDER: Dale Paullus, Councilmember, 2nd Ward
AYES: Meyers, Brill, Besl, Paullus, Senger, Kraft
EXCUSED: Davidson

Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings

Councilmember Senger presented the first reading of this ordinance.

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Terry Senger, Councilmember, 3rd Ward
SECONDER: Dale Paullus, Councilmember, 2nd Ward
AYES: Meyers, Brill, Besl, Paullus, Senger, Kraft
EXCUSED: Davidson

Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with Southeastern Equipment
Company, Inc. for the purchase of a Case 590 Backhoe for the Street Division and declaring an

emergency.

Recommendation:
It is recommended that City Council authorize an appropriation of $140,000.00 from the Capital Fund for
the purchase of a Case 590 Backhoe utilizing the Sourcewell joint purchasing program.

ORDINANCE NO. 36-23. APPROVED 6-0.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Terry Senger, Councilmember, 3rd Ward
SECONDER: Adam Kraft, Councilmember, 4th Ward
AYES: Meyers, Brill, Besl, Paullus, Senger, Kraft
EXCUSED: Davidson

Finance & Budget
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Councilmember Tim Meyers
Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings

Vice Mayor Meyers presented the first reading of this ordinance.

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Tim Meyers, Councilmember, At-Large
SECONDER: Gwen Brill, Councilmember, At-Large
AYES: Meyers, Brill, Besl, Paullus, Senger, Kraft
EXCUSED: Davidson

Ordinance to establish salaries and hourly rates for certain salaried and hourly employees of the
City of Fairfield, Ohio and to authorize and limit the numbers and types of certain employees, to
repeal Ordinance No. 15-23 and all amendments thereto and declaring an emergency.

Recommendation:

It is recommended that City Council approve this Ordinance, suspending the rules and declaring
an

emergency to allow for the expeditious implementation of the appropriate rates for IUOE.

ORDINANCE NO. 37-23. APPROVED 6-0.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Tim Meyers, Councilmember, At-Large
SECONDER: Dale Paullus, Councilmember, 2nd Ward
AYES: Meyers, Brill, Besl, Paullus, Senger, Kraft
EXCUSED: Davidson

Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings

Vice Mayor Meyers presented the first reading of this ordinance.

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Tim Meyers, Councilmember, At-Large
SECONDER: Gwen Brill, Councilmember, At-Large
AYES: Meyers, Brill, Besl, Paullus, Senger, Kraft
EXCUSED: Davidson

Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 155-22 entitled “An Ordinance to make estimated
appropriations for the expenses and other expenditures of the City of Fairfield, Ohio, during a
period beginning January 1, 2023, and ending December 31, 2023.”

Recommendation:
It is recommended that City Council suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading of
this Ordinance and adopt the appropriations listed above.

ORDINANCE NO. 38-23. APPROVED 6-0.
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Tim Meyers, Councilmember, At-Large
SECONDER: Leslie Besl, Councilmember, 1st Ward
AYES: Meyers, Brill, Besl, Paullus, Senger, Kraft
EXCUSED: Davidson

Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings

Vice Mayor Meyers presented the first reading of this ordinance.

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Tim Meyers, Councilmember, At-Large
SECONDER: Gwen Brill, Councilmember, At-Large
AYES: Meyers, Brill, Besl, Paullus, Senger, Kraft
EXCUSED: Davidson

Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 155-22 entitled “An Ordinance to make estimated
appropriations for the expenses and other expenditures of the City of Fairfield, Ohio, during a
period beginning January 1. 2023, and ending December 31, 2023.”

Recommendation:
It is recommended that City Council suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading of
this Ordinance and adopt the appropriations listed above.

ORDINANCE NO. 39-23. APPROVED 6-0.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Tim Meyers, Councilmember, At-Large
SECONDER: Adam Kraft, Councilmember, 4th Ward
AYES: Meyers, Brill, Besl, Paullus, Senger, Kraft
EXCUSED: Davidson

Meeting Schedule

Clerk Wilson read the following meeting schedule:

A. Monday, March 27 - Regular Meeting 7:00 PM

B. Monday, April 10 - Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting 7:00 PM
C. Monday, April 24 - Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting 7:00 PM

Executive Session of Council (if needed)
Council recessed to Executive Session at 8:40 PM.

15. ADJOURNMENT
The Regular Meeting adjourned at 9:00 AM.

ATTEST:
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Clerk of Council

Mayor's Approval

Date Approved
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Funding Considerations

e Estimated Project Budget

A

v’ Equipment: $298,845 g
. O

v' Freight: $ 9,950 S
©

v’ Equipment Installation: $ 74,650 S
v Turf: $120,000 2
v Site Work: $ 52,000 =
©

v Fencing: $ 15,000 E|
v’ Contingency (10%): $ 57,045 g
v Total Project Estimate: $627,490 °
ks

;

(Y)l

Funding Source S
v'  American Rescue Plan Fund: $500,000 ;
(&)

v' Park Development Fund: $127,490 E
S

<
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Timeline

Spring/Summer ‘23
Dead Tree Removal
(Imminent)

3/10/2023

Sept 1,23
Begin Demo &
Construction

Nov 15, ‘23
Grand Opening
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	1. Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings
	2. 3466 : Hourly Wage Ordinance
	3. Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings
	4. 3477 : Contractual Appropriations
	5. Motion to Suspend Second and Third Readings
	6. 3476 : Non-Contractual Appropriations


	13. Meeting Schedule
	A. Monday, March 27 - Regular Meeting 7:00 PM
	B. Monday, April 10 - Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting 7:00 PM
	C. Monday, April 24 - Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting 7:00 PM

	14. Executive Session of Council (if needed)
	15. Adjournment
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