City of Fairfield Minutes
Regular Meeting of City Council
November 24, 2025

Council-Manager Briefing

Mayor Rhodus called the briefing to order at 6:00 PM. Councilmembers present: Leslie Besl,
Dale Paullus, Debbie Pennington, Adam Kraft, Tim Meyers, Matt Davidson and Gwen Brill.
Staff members present: Scott Timmer, Laurie Murphy, Adam Sackenheim, Steve Wolterman,
Alisha Wilson, Mandi Brock, Jason Hunold, Gillian Hart, Ben Mann, Greg Kathman, Erin Lynn,
Diana Davenport, Tom Lakamp, Steve Maynard and Tami Moore.

Assistant City Manager Sackenheim and Sustainability Manager Hart presented the
Sustainability Plan Update. See attached slides.

Business Meeting Call to Order

Mayor Rhodus called the Regular Meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
Prayer/Pledge of Allegiance

Councilmember Davidson led in prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Councilmembers present included:

Councilmember, 1st Ward Leslie Besl
Councilmember, 2nd Ward Dale Paullus
Councilmember, 3rd Ward Debbie Pennington
Councilmember, 4th Ward Adam Kraft
Councilmember, At-Large Tim Meyers
Councilmember, At-Large Matt Davidson
Councilmember, At-Large Gwen Brill

Agenda Modifications

None.

Executive Session Requests

Councilmember Davidson, seconded by Councilmember Meyers, moved for an Executive
Session to discuss the employment or compensation of a public employee or official. Roll call
vote. Motion carried 7-0.

Special Presentations
1. 100th Birthday Proclamation to Erasmo lovino

Mayor Rhodus presented a proclamation to Erasmo Iovino in honor of his 100th birthday.
Citizen Comments

None.



Council Reports

Councilmember Brill thanked the Parks & Recreation Department for the Parz : of Lights. She

said it was fantastic, and it was difficult to judge because of how great the floats were. She also

thanked Assistant City Manager Adam Sackenheim and Sustainability Manager Gillian Hart for
the sustainability update during the briefing this evening.

Councilmember Davidson also commended the Parks & Recreation Departme  for doing a
great job on the parade. He said it gets better every year, and he was impressed that he couldn't
tell the next day that anything was even held because the clean-up was so fast.

Councilmember Meyers commended the Finance Department for receiving the 2024 Ohio
Auditors State Award for a clean audit report and congratulated the team for their hard work.

Councilmember Kraft announced that Duke Energy recognized the Development Services
Department with the 2025 Partner Achievement Award. The department was chosen among all
municipalities that Duke serves ir 1e Cincinnati area. Councilmember Kraft ¢ gratulated the
department for receiving this award.

Councilmember Pennington announced that final pavement on South Gilmore Road is being
finished, and all lanes will be open for the holidays, and th. Seward Road will re-open
tomorrow. She also announced that the Historical Society and Four Seasons Garden Club, Elisha
Morgan Mansion holiday event on December 7.

Councilmember Besl also commended the Parks & Recreation Department and staff for a
phenomenal parade. She stated that she is proud to be part of a community that hosts great
events. She reminded residents about the story walk at Huffman Park and stated that the stories
would be changed periodically. She also announced that Parks restrooms and w er fountains
have been winterized until spring.

Mayor Rhodus welcomed Senator Lang and invited him to speak. Senator Lang commented that
his focus in office is to make Ohic 1e most business-friendly state in the country and return the
state to its former ranking.

Mayor Rhodus commended the parade again and commented that the parade route was lined
with about as many people as were in Village Green.

Public Hearit  s)

None.

Approval of Minutes

1. Regular Meeting Minutes - November 10, 2025

The Regular Meeting Minutes of November 10, 2025 were approved as written and
submitted.

Old Business



1. Development Services - Councilmember Adam Kraft

a. Or™--nce to amend various sections of the Planning and Zoning Code of Ordinance
No. 166-84. the Codified Ordinances of "~*~field, Ohio.

Councilmember Kraft presented the third reading of this ordinance.

Councilmember Meyers commended the Development Services staff and Planning
Commission volunteers for a thorough review and update to the planning and zoning code.

Councilmember Adam Kraft, seconded by Matt Davidson, moved to adopt. Motion carried
Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 137-25. APPROVED 7-0.
2. Public Safety - Councilmember Dale Paullus

a. Ordinance to adopt the 2025 Emergency Operations Plan for the City of Fairfield.

Councilmember Paullus presented the third reading of this ordinance. Councilmember Dale
Paullus, seconded by Debbie Pennington, moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 7, No 0,
Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 138-25. APPROVED 7-0.
New Business - Motion to Read All New Business by Title Only
Councilmember Besl, seconded by Councilmember Paullus, moved to read all New Business by
title only. Motion carried 7-0.

1. Community & Public Relations - Councilmember Gwen Brill

a. Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to Enter into a Field of Interest Fund
Agreement with the Fairfield Community Foundation to establish the "Fairfield
Recovery and Wellness Fund."

The City has been exploring strategic and sustainable methods for deploying the settlement
funds received from the One Ohio opioid litigation. The primary goal is to ensure these
funds have a meaningful and lasting impact on our community, rather than being exhausted
on short-term, one-time expenditures.

To achieve this, we propose a strategic partnership with the Fairfield Community
Foundation. This agreement would use $350,000 in settlement funds to establish a

permanent endowment—the Fairfield Recovery and Wellness Fund.

This structure provides several key advantages:



¢ Perpetual Impact: By establishing an endowment and requesting 1at distributions
be made from interest and income only, the $350,000 principal (corpus) remains
intact. This fund will generate investment returns in perpetuity, creating a
permanent, annual fu ling stream for recovery and wellness progi ns far into the
future.

e Targeted Purpose: ~ e Fund's purpose is explicitly tied to the One Ohio
guidelines. Disbursements will support local programs and initiatives that "prevent,
treat, and aid recovery from addiction, including opioid and other  bstance use
disorders, as well as co-occurring mental health conditions.”

e Expert Administration: The Fairfield Community Foundation will manage all
administrative aspects, including fund investment, compliance, and application
intake from local non rofits.

¢ Retained City Oversight: This agreement is structured to ensure the City maintains
final authority. Annu: y, Foundation staff, along with the City Manager or a
designee, will review all grant applications and submit recommenc ions directly to
the full City Council )r final review and approval.

This "Field of Interest” model leverages the Foundation's investment expe se while
ensuring the funds are deployed in alignment with Council's priorities and with a strong
preference for organizations serving City of Fairfield residents. This apprc h transforms a
one-time settlement into a long-term community asset dedicated to health and recovery.

Katie Braswell, VP Community Foundation, thanked Council for considering the
Foundation to help manage the fund, along with other Fairfield funds.

Mayor Rhodus reiterated that these funds last forever and will be a contint  benefit to the
community.

Councilmember Brill presented the first reading of this ordinance. Counci  :mber Gwen
Brill, seconded by Leslie Besl, moved to suspend second and third readings. Motion carried
Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Gwen Brill, seconded by Dale ] ullus, moved to
adopt. Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 139-25. 4 PROVED 7-0.

2. Development Services - Councilmember Adam Kraft

a.  nance ar-~ling Ordinance No. 166-84, the Codified C-**-~~nces of Fairfield,
Ohio, Section 1130.01(B)(2), the City of Fairfield, Ohio, Zoning Map by approving
the revised concept plan and final development plan for the Patterson Place Planned
Un# ™~~'~-ment,

e Legislation - First Reading






e [egislation - First Reading
¢ Motion - Suspend Second and Third Readings
¢ Motion - Adoption

Councilmember Meyers presented the first reading of this ordinance. Councilmember Tim
Meyers, seconded by Adam Kraft, moved to suspend second and third rez  ngs. Motion
carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstain 0. Councilmember Tim Meyers, seconded by Matt
Davidson, moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 142-25. APPROVED 7-0.

$40,277 - Instrumentation Pressure Differential Transmitters (Public tilities - Water
Division)

$12,353 - Replacement Refrigerated Composite Sampler (Public Utilities -
Wastewater Division)

$8,400 - New storage area at Community Arts Center (Parks & Recreation)

$20,220 - New carpet at South Trace Club House (Parks & Recreatic

Meeting Schedule

Monday, December 8: Council-Manager Briefing, 6:15 PM; Regular Meeting, 7:00 PM
Tuesday, December 16: Oath of Office, 5:30 PM
Monday, January 12: Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting, 7:00 PM

Clerk Wilson read the meeting schedule.

Executive Session of Council (if. eded)

Council recessed to Executive Session at 7:35 PM.

Adjournment

The Regular Meeting adjourned at 8:01 PM.

ATTEST:























































































