City of Fairfield Minutes
Regular Meeting of City Council
March 9, 2026

Council-Manager Briefing

Mayor Miller called the briefing to order at 6:00 PM. Councilmembers present: Leslie Besl,
Dale Paullus, Debbie Pennington, Adam Kraft, Tim Meyers, Gwen Brill and Matt Davidson.
Staff members present: Scott Timmer, Steve Wolterman, Laurie Murphy, Adam Sackenheim,
Alisha Wilson, Jason Hunold, Sean Cooper, Steve Maynard, Ben Mann, Mandi Brock, Greg
Kathman and Tami Moore.

City Manager Timmer presented an update on the 2026 Strategic Initiatives. See attached slides.
Business Meeting Call to Order

Mayor Miller called the Regular Meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
Prayer/Pledge of Allegiance

Councilmember Brill led in prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Councilmembers present included:

Councilmember, 1st Ward Leslie Besl
Councilmember, 2nd Ward Dale Paullus
Councilmember, 3rd Ward Debbie Pennington
Councilmember, 4th Ward Adam Kraft
Councilmember, At-Large Tim Meyers
Councilmember, At-Large Gwen Brill
Councilmember, At-Large Matt Davidson

Agenda Modifications

None.
Executive Session Requests
Councilmember Davidson, seconded by Councilmember Brill, moved for an Executive Session

to discuss the employment or compensation of a public employee or official. Roll call vote.
Motion carried 7-0.

Special Presentations
None.
Citizen Comments

None.

Council Reports

Councilmember Besl congratulated the Finance Department for receiving the Certificate of
Achievement for Excellence in Reporting. She noted that the City has received the award every



year since at least 1980.

Councilmember Pennington announced that the contractor mobilized on Route 4 for sidewalk
construction and there will be some traffic disruption. She also noted that the residential tree
program starts again soon and the application is available online.

Councilmember Kraft reported that the contractor started on Marsh Lake interior paved trails
project.

Councilmember Meyers reported that board and commission interviews were held on Saturday.
He stated that there was an unbelievable pool of volunteers to choose from and all of them noted

veral of the same positives about the City, including parks, trails, community environment, as
well as the same challenges of tax issues, commercial growth/restaurants, traffic enforcement
and traffic lights. He invited Council to revisit John Gray & Pleasant developt 'nt concerns
related to traffic redesign, and requested City Manager Timmer to prioritize ¢« 1iplete redesign
of the intersection to improve safety.

Councilmember Brill congratulated Finance for receiving their award.

Public Hearing(s)
None.

Approval of Minutes

1. Regular Meeting Minutes - February 23, 2026
The Regular Meeting Minutes of February 23, 2026 were approved as written and
submitted.

Old Business

1. Development Services - Councilmember Gwen Brill

a.  Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to execute ~ unding and ™~ -elop=~~-*
Agreement with Mitchell Development & Construction LLC to provide economic
development e~~~*~pe~ £~ tom W peei-~ T hoy © g development on South
Gilmore Road. and declaring an emergency.

Councilmember Brill presented the third reading of this ordinance. Councilmember Gwen
Brill, seconded by Tim Meyers, moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 22-26. APPROVED 7-0.
New Business - Motion to Read All New Business by Title Only
Councilmember Besl, seconded by Councilmember Davidson, moved to read all New Business
by title only. Motion carried 7-0.

1. Community & Public Relations - Councilmember Matt1 idson



a. Simple Motion: Motion to re-appoint Bill Woeste as Fairfield's representative to the
Butler County Board of Health beginning March 9. 2026,

Councilmember Davidson, seconded by Councilmember Brill, moved to re-appoint Bill
Woeste as the City's representative to the Butler County Board of Health. Motion carried 7-
0.

SIMPLE MOTION NO. 10-26. APPROVED 7-0.

2. Public Utilities - Councilmember Tim Meyers

a. Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to enter into an electric aggregation
agreement with an electric supplier as recommended by Energy Alliances. Inc.,
provided that the accepted aggregation rate is at or below $0.10199/kWh at the time of
execution, for a period not to exceed twenty-four (24) months and declaring an

cmergency.

The Ohio Legislature has enacted electric deregulation legislation which authorizes the
legislative authorities of municipal corporations, townships and counties to aggregate
automatically, pursuant to Section 4928.20 of the Ohio Revised Code, subject to opt-out
provisions, competitive electric service for the retail electric loads located in the respective
Jjurisdictions and to enter into service agreements to facilitate the sale and purchase of the
service for the electric loads.

Governmental energy aggregation provides an opportunity for residential and small
business customers collectively to participate in the potential benefits of electric
deregulation through lower electric rates as well as energy rate stability which they would
not otherwise be able to have individually.

On November 7, 2023. the majority of voters in the City of Fairfield voted in favor of
giving City Council the authority to explore a governmental aggregation program with opt-
out provisions pursuant to Section 4928.20, Ohio Revised Code for the residents,
businesses and other electric customers in the City. On December 11, 2023, Fairfield City
Council approved and adopted a plan of operation and governance regarding electric
governmental aggregation. In January of 2024 the City of Fairfield became a certified
energy aggregator by Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO). In May 2024, the City
launched the first round of its electric aggregation program. Since that time, the program
has saved participants over $2,500,000 versus the 'default' utility rate, while delivering
energy that is partially derived (50%) from renewable sources.

In February and March of 2026, the City’s energy consultant — Energy Alliances Inc., - sent
out Requests for Pricing (RFP) for aggregated electricity for the City. The most recent
results of that RFP process are attached for review. The next step in the aggregation process
is for City Council to authorize the City Manager to enter into an electric aggregation
agreement with a qualified electric supplier; the Ordinance authorizing this action is also



attached for review.

Councilmember Meyers presented the first reading of this ordinance. Cc  cilmember Tim
Meyers, seconded by Dale Paullus, moved to suspend second and third readings. Motion
carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Tim Meyers, seconded by Gwen Brill.
moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 23-26. APPROVED 7-0.
3. Public Works - Councilmember Debbie Pennington

a. Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to ~~*~r into a contract with John R.
" se= “ompany for the 2026 Harbin Park Parking Lot and Asp*-~'t Path

'*~g=+~~-1g Project.

This project is programmed in the 2026-2030 Capital Improvement Program under 6PW60
(Parks Parking Lot Maintenance) and will resurface the main drives in Harbin Park, parking
lots (exclusive of the new playground/splashpad parking), and the older section of the
paved loop trail. We will also add connections from the lower parking lot to the loop trail
and from the upper parking lot to the overlook structure. These connections will be for
walking access, maintenance access, and approved delivery/setup vehicles. The total
project will consist of using approximately 1,600 tons of asphalt.

Public Works advertised the overlay project, and bids were opened on February 9, 2026, for
the 2026 Asphalt Paving and Resurfacing Project. Two (2) bids were received. The
complete bid results are attached.

The Harbin Park paving items were included as an alternate and were not  varded to the
low bidder on the base bid, Barrett Paving, and it was clearly defined in the bid documents
as not a part of the base bid and that the City reserved the right to award the alternates
separate from the base bid.

John R. Jurgensen submitted considerably lower prices than Barrett Paving for the alternate
bid items and is willing to do the alternate items as a separate contract.

The lowest and best bidder for this contract award for the alternate items for Harbin Park is
the John R. Jurgensen Company.

Councilmember Pennington presented the first reading of this ordinance. Councilmember
Debbie Pennington, seconded by Adam Kraft, moved to suspend second and third readings.
Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Debbie Pennington. seconded by
Adam Kraft, moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 24-26. APPROVED 7-0.

b. ™-"1ance to authorize the City Manager ¢~ ~nter into a contract with # % A Safety.




In- ~FAr--"a, O~ for the 2026 Pavement Marking Application

The City contracts out the application of pavement markings on an annual basis to promote
safety and aesthetics.

The City has approximately 410 lane miles of pavement within the City. As pavement
markings become aged, it is necessary to re-paint them regularly with paint or the
reapplication of thermoplastic. This project will also include the replacement of raised
pavement marker lenses on select streets. This project is programmed in the Capital
Improvement Program as 6PW09.

A bid opening was held on February 23, 2026 for which three (3) bids were received. The
bid results are attached.

The lowest and best bidder is the A&A Safety, Inc. of Amelia, Ohio.

Councilmember Pennington presented the first reading of this ordinance. Councilmember
Debbie Pennington, seconded by Tim Meyers, moved to suspend second and third readings.
Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Debbie Pennington, seconded by
Tim Meyers, moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 25-26. APPROVED 7-0.

¢.  Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to execute a contract with Jerry Pate Turf
and Irrigation dba Century Equipment for the purchase of a Toro Groundmaster 5910
mower and declaring an emergency.

This request is for the purchase of a Toro Groundmaster 5910 mower with attachments to
replace unit #260 (a 2004 Toro Groundmaster) due to age and condition. The old unit will
be auctioned. This equipment is being purchased through Jerry Pate Turf and Irrigation dba
Century Equipment with contracts held with Sourcewell joint purchasing program, contract
#34142 (Toro #031121-TTC), utilizing Ohio Revised Code Section 9.48 (B)(2) allowing
for the purchase of contract items through a joint purchasing program operated by or
through a national or state association of political subdivisions in which the City is a
member thereof.

Councilmember Pennington presented the first reading of this ordinance. Councilmember
Debbie Pennington, seconded by Adam Kraft, moved to suspend second and third readings.
Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Debbie Pennington, seconded by
Dale Paullus, moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 26-26. APPROVED 7-0.

4. Finance & Budget - Councilmember Leslie Besl

a. Ordinance authorizing the issuance of not to exceed $3,682.00¢ ~ various purpose
bond anticipation notes. series 2024. 2026 renewal, by the City ot Fairfield, Ohio, in




anticipa** -~ of the issuan-~ ~f bonds. and declaring an emergency.

The issuance of the $3,682,000 in BANs is a renewal of the Water Distribution Division
System Improvements.

Councilmember Besl presented the first reading of this ordinance. Councilmember Leslie
Besl, seconded by Dale Paullus, moved to suspend second and third readings. Motion
carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Leslie Besl, seconded by Debbie
Pennington, moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 27-26. APPROVED 7-0.

b. Resolution to approve and adopt the City of Fairfield, Ohio 2026-2030 Capital
Improvement Program.

The Capital Improvement Program provides City Cc 1cil with a comprehensive five-year
plan of capital improvements and expenditures to be undertaken by the City of Fairfield. It
is presented annually in accordance with Fairfield City Charter Article VI. Section
6.02(A)(6) to members of Fairfield City Council.

The total amount programmed for capital spending in the 2026-2030 Cap 1l Improvement
Program budget is approximately $167.6 million. The Capital Improvement Program
Budget was presented at the February 23, 2026 Council-Manager briefing to review each
department's 2026 capital projects.

Councilmember Besl presented the first reading of this ordinance. Councilmember Leslie
Besl, seconded by Tim Meyers, moved to suspend second and third readings. Motion
carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Leslie Besl, seconded by Dale Paullus,
moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

RESOLUTION NO. 5-26. APPROVED 7-0.

¢.  Ordinance to amend Ordinance ™~, 148-25 entitled “*An Ordinance to make estimated
appropriations for the expenses and other expenditures of the City of Fairfield, Ohio,
during a period begir-1g Jar—--~ry 1, 27?4 ~~d ~~"'n- Necember 31, 2026.”
- Contractual Appropriations: $500,000 total ($125,000 Pavement Marking Pro, m
(Public Works); $185,000 purchase of mower (Public Works); $190,000 Harbin Park
Resurfacing Project (Public Works))

Councilmember Besl presented the first reading of this ordinance. Councilmember Leslie
Besl, seconded by Tim Meyers, moved to suspend second and third readings. Motion
carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Leslie Besl, seconded by Tim Meyers,
moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 7. No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 28-26. APPROVED 7-0.

d. Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 148-25 entitled *“An Ordinance to make estimated
appropriations for the expenses and other expe—*“res of the City of Fairfield, Ohio.
during a period beginning Jan*~-- 12026, and end*=~ ™cerr-r 31, 2026.”




- Non-Contractual Appropriations: $606,408 total (see below for description)

Councilmember Besl presented the first reading of this ordinance. Councilmember Leslie
Besl, seconded by Adam Kraft, moved to suspend second and third readings. Motion
carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Leslie Besl, seconded by Tim Meyers,
moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 29-26. APPROVED 7-0.
$75,000 - Landscaping Maintenance Program (Public Works)

$72,599 - Wastewater Division - SCADA Network Upgrades (Public Ultilities)

$50,126 - Water Division - SCADA Network Upgrades (Public Utilities)

$90,000 - Right of Way Funding Appropriation for the Pleasant Avenue Multiuse
Trail (multiple purchase orders; Public Works)

$6,354 - Water Division - Filter PLC Upgrade Components (Public Utilities)

$5,462 - Wastewater Division - Dewatering PLC Replace (Public Utilities)

$49,725 - Water Division - Fire Hydrants (Public Utilities)

$20,000 - Wastewater Division - Health & Safety Equipment (Public Utilities)

$20,000 - Water Division - Health & Safety Equipment (Public Utilities)

$60.000 - Municipal/Annex Repairs and Upgrades (Public Works)

$41,692 - Water Division - Filter PLC Upgrade (Public Utilities)

$109.050 - Purchase & outfitting of Utility Truck #625 for Water Division (multiple
vendors; Public Works)

$6,400 - Water Division - Filter PLC Design (Public Utilities)



Meeting Schedule

Monday, March 23: Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting, 7:00 PM
Monday, April 13: Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting, 7:00 PM
Monday, April 27: Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting, 7:00 PM

Clerk Wilson read the meeting schedule.

Executive Session of Council (if Needed)

Council recessed to Executive Session at 7:25 PM.

Adjournment

The Regular Meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM.

ATTTIOT.








































































