City of Fairfield Minutes
Regular Meeting of City Council
April 27, 2026

Council-Manager Briefing
6:00 PM - Miami University PSP - Urban Forestry Plan

Mayor Miller called the briefing to order at 6:00 PM. Councilmembers present: Leslie Besl,
Dale Paullus, Debbie Pennington, Adam Kraft, Tim Meyers and Gwen Brill. Staff members
present: Scott Timmer, Alisha Wilson, Adam Sackenheim, Gillian Hart, Ben Mann, Mandi
Brock, Jason Hunold, Greg Kathman, Diana Davenport, Laurie Murphy, Steve Maynard, Chad
Cooper and Tami Moore.

Miami University Students of the Institute for the Environment and Sustainability presented
their Urban Forestry project to Council. See attached slides.

Business Meeting Call to Order

Mayor Miller called the Regular Meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
Prayer/Pledge of Allegiance

Councilmember Dale Paullus led in prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Councilmembers present included:

Councilmember, 1st Ward Leslie Besl
Councilmember, 2nd Ward Dale Paullus
Councilmember, 3rd Ward Debbie Pennington
Councilmember, 4th Ward Adam Kraft
Councilmember, At-Large Tim Meyers
Councilmember, At-Large Gwen Brill

Councilmembers excused included:
Councilmember, At-Large Matt Davidson

Councilmember Kraft, seconded by Councilmember Paullus, moved to excuse Councilmember
Davidson. Motion carried 6-0.

Agenda Modifications

None.

Executive Session Requests

None.

Special Presentations

1. Proclamation - Childcare Provider Appreciation Day



Mayor Miller read the Childcare Provider Appreciation Proclamation.

2. Proclamation - Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive

Mayor Miller presented the proclamation. Barbara Sheyer, a retired USPS employee, noted
that it is the biggest food drive in the entire country. KT Sills, from Shared Harvest Food
Bank, said they are excited to work with the letter carriers to collect these donations.

Citizen _ omments

Vivian Paul, 5367 Lakeside Drive, current Environmental Commission member - Ms. Paul
addressed Council regarding Marsh Park and stated that she feels that develop 1 5% of the park
is not commercialization, but rather a focus on creating community and bringing people
together. She commented that the City has been transparent with plans and open meetings and
the Master Plan will bring amenities for the entire community.

Kim Braunig, 5834 Leslie Drive - Ms. Braunig asked to delay further voting, readings or any
further action on Marsh Lake development to allow for organized and mutual decision-making.
She stated that the property is a gift, and she feels the City went from "focus on nature" to "tap
room, brewery. restaurant, commercial lease." She asked can there be compromises to the
current plan and a delay to discuss further.

Sherry Sparks, 5093 Southview Drive - Ms. Sparks thanked Council for their service to the
community and for listening to the community. She stated that she has been loi  -time friends
with the Marsh family, and that Thomas Marsh was a naturalist and the lake was named after
him to honor that. She said that there are different viewpoints that surveys don't always portray
and residents would love a compromise and more discussion.

Dona Canaan, 5073 West Scioto Drive - Ms. Canaan thanked Council for ving conversation
forward for the community compost project and said she is excited to partner v h the City for
this endeavor.

Council Reports

Councilmember Meyers noted that he was Marsh Lake on Friday. He thanked the contractors
putting in the trails and said the new trails are unbelievable.

Councilmember Kraft reported that the Public Works contractor will pave Harl 1 Park Tues-
Thurs, weather depending. The park will be open but some areas closed. He also announced the
STARS recital this weekend.

Public Hearing(s)
None.

Approval of Minutes

1. Regular Meeting Minutes - April 13, 2026

The Regular Meeting Minutes of April 13, 2026 were approved as written and submitted.
Old Business



1. Developn 1t Services - Councilmember Gwen Brill

a. Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 166-84, the Codified Ordinances of Fairfield.
Ohio, Section 1130.01(B)(2). the City of Fairfield, Ohio, Zoning Map.

Councilmember Gwen Brill, seconded by Tim Meyers, moved to remove the item from the
agenda due to the application being withdrawn by property owners. Motion carried Yes 6,
No 0, Abstained 0.

2. Parks & Recreation - Councilmember Adam Kraft

a. Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to enter into a professional services contract
with Prus Construction Co. for construction manager-at-risk (CMR) services as related
to the advancement of Marsh Park Improvements Project and declaring an emergency.

Councilmember Kraft presented the second reading of this ordinance. Councilmember
Meyers stated that he would like Council to consider the idea of a temporary ad hoc
committee made up of residents nominated by each Councilmember and one nominated by
the City Manager. The committee will work with staff and the contractor to review plans
and make the best decision for the community.

Connie Campbell, 1245 Bruton Parish Way - Ms. Campbell thanked Council for listening to
residents and asked how residents would be chosen to be on the committee. Council
instructed her and anyone interested to reach out to their ward councilmember or the
members at-large to indicate their interest in serving.

Councilmember Tim Meyers, seconded by Adam Kraft, moved to implement the Marsh
Park ad hoc committee. Motion carried Yes 6, No 0, Abstained 0.

SIMPLE MOTION NO. 15-26. APPROVED 6-0.
New Business - Motion to Read All New Business by Title Only

Councilmember Besl, seconded by Councilmember Paullus, moved to read all New Business by
title only. Motion carried 6-0.

1. Community & Public Relations - Councilmember Matt Davidson

a. Simple Motion: Motion to approve the 2026 Summer Meeting Schedule for City

Council Meetings to meet only the second Monday of each month of June, July and

Av-r o s et et e el S 2 onday of each month of June, July oA
August.

Councilmember Pennington, seconded by Councilmember Besl, moved to approve the 2026
Summer Meeting Schedule. Motion carried 6-0.

SIMPLE MOTION NO. 16-26. APPROVED 6-0.



2. Development Services - Councilmember Gwen Brill

a. Ordinance to authorize a grant in the amount of $100.000 to be made to the Fairfield
'T~9ing Neighbors Fund at the Fairfield Community Foundation for the purpose of
Trmmamgs ndey T " physically or financially compl cessary
exterior home repairs.

One of the city’s ongoing goals has been to enhance property maintenance enforcement and
promote stable, resident-owned housing. Each year, Fairfield’s zoning in¢ ction team
issues 1,500 to 2,000 building or zoning code violations. While the vast majority of these
violations are corrected by the property owners after the first notice, a handful of residential
violations annually are not able to be closed because the homeowner is 1 Hle to complete
the required work due to health, finances, age, or other constraints.

In 2024, the City partnered with the Fairfield Community Foundation to establish the
Fairfield Helping Neighbors Fund. The fund supporte the Fairfield Helping Neighbors
pilot program whic seeks to provide direct assistance to homeowners to address critical
repairs to single-family homes, primarily exterior code compliance issues.

The city partnered with Supports to Encourage Low-Income Families (SELF) to assist with
applicant eligibility review and administration of project construction. To date, the pilot
program has addressed eleven homes, including at least one home in each ward of the city.
City staff considers the pilot to have demonstrated significant success. For each dollar
invested from the fund, approximately $4 in external investment was leveraged from
outside grant funds accessed by SELF and volunteer hours. The homeowners receiving
assistance, and often their neighbors, were grateful for the efforts of the city, program
partners, and volunteers.

This ordinance authorizes a grant of $100,000 to the Fairfield Helping Neighbors Fund at
the Fairfield Community Foundation. The fund is governed by a Restricted Fund
Agreement executed between the city and foundation in 2024, restricting the use of its
proceeds to the Fai eld Helping Neighbors program. The additional funds will allow the
program to move beyond the pilot stage, ramp up the volume of properties addressed, and
fund the program for several years.

Councilmember Brill presented the first reading of this ordinance.

b.  Ordinance affirming the designation of the Community Improvement Corporation of
Fairfield as the City’s agency for development in the City and authorizing a grant of
$100.000 to be made to the Community Improvement Corporation of Fairfield for
public purposes.

The Community Improvement Corporation of Fairfield (“Fairfield CIC™") was established in
1967 and reorganized in 2022 to facilitate real estate-related projects within the City. The
Fairfield CIC assists the City by prioritizing and executing projects withir 1e Route 4
corridor, the Town Center, and other areas targeted for development.



City Staff recommends launching a pilot Commercial Revitalization Grant Program to
assist private owners or tenants with exterior upgrades to commercial properties. Staff
recommends utilizing the CIC to evaluate projects and disburse funding. Approval of this
ordinance would affirm that the Fairfield CIC can act as a development agency on behalf of
the City and provides a grant of $100,000 from the Transformative Economic Development
(TED) Fund.

Councilmember Brill presented the first reading of this ordinance.

¢. Ordinance to authorize the Building Superintendent to waive building permit fees
related to projects undertaken as part of the Fairfield Helping Neighbors and/or
Commercial Revitalization Grant programs and declaring an emergency.

The Fairfield Helping Neighbors Program provides assistance to city residents that cannot
physically or financially complete necessary exterior home repairs. The proposed
Commercial Revitalization Grant program will assist private owners or tenants with exterior
upgrades to commercial properties. Projects undertaken under either program may require
building permits from the city’s Building & Zoning Division.

As both of these programs are city initiatives, staff recommends waiving any building
permit fees associated with projects completed through the programs. Approval of this
ordinance would authorize the Building Superintendent to waive all building permit fees for
projects undertaken as part of the Fairfield Helping Neighbors and/or Commercial
Revitalization Grant programs.

Councilmember Brill presented the first reading of this ordinance. Councilmember Gwen
Brill, seconded by Tim Meyers, moved to suspend second and third readings. Motion
carried Yes 6, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Gwen Brill, seconded by Tim Meyers,
moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 6, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Kraft
commented that this is a great opportunity to help those in need.

ORDINANCE NO. 49-26. APPROVED 6-0.

d. Resolution imposing a temporary moratorium on the consideration and/or granting of
any zoning. occupancy, building or other permits or applications relating to Motor
Vehicle Fueling/Charing Facilities within the City of Fairfield and declaring an

emergency.

Motor Vehicle Fueling/Charging Facilities share similar impacts related to traffic
generation, environmental effects, stormwater management, site circulation, noise, lighting,
and compatibility with adjacent land uses. The City is concerned with the location of and
proximity of Motor Vehicle Fueling/Charging Facilities to one another and the impact that
may have upon future economic development and is concerned with the environmental
effect of same as impacted by the changing nature of automobile fueling and charging, the
number of underground fuel tanks, the proliferation of electric vehicles, the installation of
new tanks and possible need for removal and remediation relating to older tanks. Similar
concerns have caused other cities to propose specific regulations of Motor Vehicle
Fueling/Charging Facilities.



Given time needed to fully review the ¢ci  nt trends, laws, economic impacts and
environmental impacts and other issues associated with Motor Vehicle Fueling/Charging
Facilities and to propose, draft and present regulations, that 365 days is a reasonable time to
obtain the information it needs.

Councilmember Brill presented the first reading of this resolution. Councilmember Gwen
Brill, seconded by Debbie Pennington, moved to suspend second and third readings. Motion
carried Yes 6, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Gwen Brill, seconded by Tim Meyers,
moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 6, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Meyers said he
is often asked why there are so many gas stations in Fairfield and noted tt  between
Bypass 4 and Crescentville, there are 106 gas pumps.

RESOLUTION NO. 7-26. APPROVED 6-0.
3. Public Safety - Councilmember Dale Paullus

a. Resolution obijecting to the renewal of the liquor permit for JS Sizemore, LLC dba
Cobblestone Tavern and declaring an emergency.

This objection is based upon the applicant's unfavorable enforcement record and/or
operation in disregard for laws, regulations and/or local ordinances and/o1 e location of
the establishment is substantially and adversely interfering with the p1  lic decency,
sobriety, peace or good order of the neighborhood.

Councilmember Paullus presented the first reading of this resolution. Councilmember Dale
Paullus, seconded by Leslie Besl, moved to suspend second and third readings. Motion
carried Yes 6, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Dale Paullus, secondec y Adam Kraft,
moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 6, No 0, Abstained 0.

RESOLUTION NO. 8-26. APPROVED 6-0.

4. Finance & Budget - Councilmember Leslie Besl

a. Ordinance to authorize the it Monamar tn antan intn o opllective bargaining

fith the A 1ity. and Municipal Employees
(AFvomrr Dt Sene] #8, Local 3646 tor wages, hours, and terms and conditions
of employment for the peri~- ~¢ *~-1 1, 2026 through March 31 inclusive, and

declaring an emergency.

The City of Fairfield and the American Federation of State, County, and Municipal
Employees (AFSCME) Ohio Council #8, Local 3646 have reached a tentative agreement
for a three-year successor collective bargaining agreement effective April 1, 2063 through
March 31, 2029, inclusive. The AFSCME Bargaining Unit voted and has ratified the
tentative agreement.



Councilmember Besl presented the first reading of this ordinance. Councilmember Leslie
Besl, seconded by Debbie Pennington, moved to suspend second and third readings. Motion
carried Yes 6, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Leslie Besl, seconded by Dale Paullus,
moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 6, No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 50-26. APPROVED 6-0.

b. Ordinance to establish salaries and hourly rates for certain salaried and hourly
emplovees of the City of Fairfield, Ohio and to authorize and limit the numbers and
types of certa’~ ~mployees, to repeal Ordinance No. 38-26 and all amendments
thereto and declaring an emergency.

The collective bargaining agreement (CBA) with the American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees (AFSCME), Council 8, Local 3646, has been settled and new
rates are effective April 1, 2026. The wages on the Ordinance reflect a 3.0% base wage
increase effective 4/1/2026, 4/1/2027 and April 1, 2028. Market adjustments have been
applied to the following classifications: Dispatchers A-D $1.30; Mechanics A-D $3.00; and
Maintenance Worker Laborer $0.50, prior to factoring in the 3.00% base wage increase.
Additional adjustments have been made to compensate for licenses, certifications and
Mechanic Foreman pay.

Councilmember Besl presented the first reading of this ordinance. Councilmember Leslie
Besl, seconded by Gwen Brill, moved to suspend second and third readings. Motion carried
Yes 6, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Leslie Besl, seconded by Debbie Pennington.
moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 6, No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 51-26. APPROVED 6-0.

c. Ordimr=r~ to amend Ordinance No. 148-25 entitled “An Ordinance to make estimated
appropriations for the expenses and other expenditures of the City of Fairfield, Ohio,
during a period beginning January 1. 2026. and ending December 31. 2026.”

- Supplemental Appropriations

Councilmember Besl presented the first reading of this ordinance. Councilmember Leslie
Besl, seconded by Adam Kraft, moved to suspend second and third readings. Motion
carried Yes 6, No 0, Abstained 0.

d. Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 148-25 entitled “An Ordinance to make estimated
appropriations for the expenses and other expenditures of the City of Fairfield, Ohio,
during a period beginning January 1, 2026, and ending December 31, 2026.”

- Contractual Appropriations: $200,000 total ($100,000 CIC Designation and Grant
(Development Services); $100,000 Fairfield Helping Neighbors Grant (Development
Services))

Councilmember Besl| presented the first reading of this ordinance. Councilmember Leslie
Besl, seconded by Tim Meyers, moved to suspend second and third readings. Motion
carried Yes 6, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Leslie Besl, seconded by Dale Paullus,
moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 6, No 0, Abstained 0.



ORDINANCE NO. 53-26. APPROVED 6-0.

e. Y 4 YOO DOV t_C e e A ML L NTZ 140 AL L1411 -G_IA PN vnanc,‘ P ""‘ke ef‘:“‘ated
appropriatiol gs o* *=~ T4y ~+ * ~~field, Ohio,

during a period beginning January 1, 202¢ --1d ending December 31, 2026.”
- Non-Contractual Appropriations: $361,030 (see below for descript n)

Councilmember Besl presented the first reading of this ordinance. Councilmember Leslie
Besl, seconded by Dale Paullus, moved to suspend second and third readings. Motion
carried Yes 6, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Leslie Besl, seconded by Tim Meyers,
moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 6, No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 54-26. APPROVED 6-0.
$36,000 - Wireless integrated headsets (Fire)

$37,750 - Fairfield Sustains: Energy Efficiency Studies (City Manager's Office -
Sustainability)

$50,000 - purchase & outfitting of a Staff Vehicle #7033 for the Police Department
(Public Works)

$10,780 - Water Division-Raw Water Well #7 Inspection (Public Ut ties)

$11,000 - Aquatic Center repairs (Parks & Recreation)

$18.500 - Fairfield Sustains: Composting Shelter (City Manager's O ce -
Sustainability)

$75,000 - purchase & outfitting of a Staff Vehicle Truck #7032 for the Police
Department (Public Works)

$85,000 - Public Works Building Repairs and Upgrades (multiple vendors; Public
Works)

$37,000 - Medication vaults and key-secure devices (Fire)

Meeting Schedule
Monday, May 11: Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting, 7:00 PM



Tuesday, May 26: Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting, 7:00 PM
Monday, June 8: Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting, 7:00 PM

Clerk Wilson read the meeting schedule.

Executive Session of Council (if Needed)

None.

Adjournment

The Regular Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM.




















































































































































































Resu'ts

Residential Tree Program Website

Primary Resource Considerations

* Main resource for » Balance of eatures
residents o Aesthetics
o Many tree plantings o Adaptability
informed by ' is list o Maintenance
e ots of Private ’'roperty o Ecological Status
in Fairfield * Previous
o To capitalize, Recommendations
informed| 1ting &
community

engagement is
important

Recommended small Trees (25 feet or less at maturity; can be used in a 5 to 6 foot wide tree
lawn (between curb and sidewalk). Preference would be that trees are pianted further up into the
yard so as not to cause conflicts and damage to sidewalk and underground/overhead

® Allegheny Serviceberry - American Hombeam - Crabapple - werin  sgwoods
Redbuds - Smooth Sumac - Staghom Sumac - Sweetbay Magnolia

Recommended medium Trees (25 - 50) feet at maturity; can be used in a 10 foot or greater tree
lawn (between curb and sidewalk). Preference would be that trees are planted further up > the
yard so as not to cause conflicts and damage to sidewalk and underground/overhy atilities.

@ Black Cherry - Black Gum - Northern Catalpa - Ohio Buckeye
Thornless Honeylocust - Yellow Buckeye - Yellowwood

Recommended large Trees (more than 50 feet at maturity; Recommended for use in large, open

residential lots.

e American Sycamore - Cucumber Magnolia - Kentucky Coffeetree - Sugar Maple
Red Maple - Red Oak - Sweetgum - White Oak



















