City of Fairfield Minutes
Regular Meeting of City Council
May 26, 2026

Council-Manager Briefing

Mayor Miller called the briefing to order at 6:00 PM. Councilmembers present: Leslie Besl,
Dale Paullus, Debbie Pennington, Adam Kraft and Gwen Brill. Staff members present: Scott
Timmer, Greg Kathman, Erin Lynn, Laurie Murphy, Alisha Wilson, Steve Wolterman, Adam

Sackenheim, Ben Mann, Jason Hunold, Chris Addison, Diana Davenport, Steve Maynard and
Chad Cooper.

Development Services Director Greg Kathman and Planning Manager Erin Lynn presented the
Fairfield Forward Update. See attached slides.

Business Meeting Call to Order

Mayor Miller called the Regular Meeting to order at 7:02 PM.
Prayer/Pledge of Allegiance

Councilmember Kraft led in prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Councilmembers present included:

Councilmember, 1st Ward Leslie Besl
Councilmember, 2nd Ward Dale Paullus
Councilmember, 3rd Ward Debbie Pennington
Councilmember, 4th Ward Adam Kraft
Councilmember, At-Large Tim Meyers
Councilmember, At-Large Gwen Brill
Councilmember, At-Large Matt Davidson

Agenda Modifications

None.

Executive Session Requests

Councilmember Kraft, seconded by Councilmember Pennington, moved for Executive Session
to discuss the purchase of property for public use. Roll call vote. Motion carried 7-0.

Special Presentations

1. Fire Department Oath of Office:
Fire Chief Chad Cooper
Lieutenant Sean Loy
Fire Apparatus Operator Steve Smith
Mayor Miller administered the ceremonial oath of office.

Citizen Comments



None.
Council Reports

Councilmember Besl congratulated the Finance Department for receiving the financial report
award.

Councilmember Pennington reported that Barrett Paving is scheduled to start resurfacing project
next month and a complete list of streets is available on the city website. She also commented
that the parade was awesome and thanked city employees for attending.

Councilmember Kraft announced that Parks and Recreation's summer season has begun and that
the first movie will hopefully be rescheduled. The aquatic center opened Saturday and the
Memorial Day parade was held on Monday, golf leagues are underway, Village Green concerts
start this Thursday, the splash pad opened Friday, as well as the Marsh paved trail.

Public Hearing(s)
None.

Approval of Minutes

1. Regular Meeting Minutes - May 11, 2026

The Regular Meeting Minutes of May 11, 2026 were approved as written and submitted.
Old Business

1. Development Services - Councilmember Gwen Brill

a. Ordinance to authorize a grant in the amount o ©110,00" <~ =~ =~-~ ¢4 the "~‘rfield
Helping Neighbors Fund at the F~=~ld C~~1 v Foundation tor the purpose of
supporting city residents that cannot physically or financially compl  necessary
exterior home repairs.

Councilmember Brill presented the third reading of this ordinance. Counc nember Gwen
Brill, seconded by Tim Meyers, moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 61-26. APPROVED 7-0.

b. Ordinance affirming the designation of the Community Improvement Corporation of
Fairfield as the City’s agency for development in the City and authorizing a grant of
$100.000 to be made to the Community Improvement Corporation of Fairfield for
public purposes.

Councilmember Brill presented the third reading of this ordinance. Counc nember Gwen
Brill, seconded by Tim Meyers, moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 62-26. APPROVED 7-0.



2. Public Works - Councilmember Debbie Pennington

a. Ordinance accepting public improvements and releasing the maintenance and
performance bonds for Emerald Lake Section 4 (High Point Court).

Councilmember Pennington presented the second reading of this ordinance.
New Business - Motion to Read All New Business by Title Only

Councilmember Besl, seconded by Councilmember Meyers, moved to read all New Business by
title only. Motion carried 7-0.

1. Development Services - Councilmember Gwen Brill

a. Ordinance to authorize the City Manag~-*o execute a Community Reinvestment Area
Agreement an¢ ~ “¢~nunity Reinvestment Area School Compensa*~ Agreement,
which will provide property tax incentives to NorthPoint Development, LLC for the
construction of five speculative industrial buildings at the property known as the
Jacquemin Farm at 8105 Seward Road and 3603 Tylersville Road. and declaring an

cemergency.

NorthPoint Development, a real estate development firm based in Kansas City, Missouri,
plans to acquire approximately 140 acres of the Jacquemin Farm property near the
intersection of Seward and Tylersville Roads. NorthPoint plans to develop a new
speculative industrial park on the site. to be known as “Butler County Trade Center.” The
project is targeted for e-commerce, general distribution, and manufacturing companies.
NorthPoint has constructed similar Class A industrial campuses in the City of Fairfield
including Union Centre Logistics Park on Seward Road and Fairfield Trade Center on
Firebird Drive.

NorthPoint has requested tax incentives in order to offer competitive lease rates to attract
high-quality building tenants and to partially offset increased development costs due to
floodplain constraints and necessary roadway and utility infrastructure improvements.
Should this project proceed, NorthPoint will construct five new Class A
warehouse/manufacturing buildings totaling approximately 1.29 million square feet. The
cost of the new construction is anticipated to exceed $130.7 million. NorthPoint estimates
520 employees and more than $22.3 million in payroll will be created in the new buildings.

Approval of the ordinance would authorize the City Manager to enter into two agreements.
The first is a Community Reinvestment Area (CRA) Agreement. The CRA Agreement
would provide a 10-year, 75% property tax incentive on the assessed value of the buildings.
" 1e to the speculative nature of the project, NorthPoint has agreed to make payments to the
city should building occupants not create jobs and payroll that generate income tax receipts
that meet or exceed targets established in the agreement.

The second agreement is a multi-party School Compensation Agreement. NorthPoint has
agreed to compensate the Fairfield City School District and Butler Tech annually, in



compliance with the City’s Tax Incentive Guidelines. The Board of Educ. on of the
Fairfield City School District will consider the agreement at its meeting on May 21, 2026.

Councilmember Brill presented the first reading of this ordinance. Councilmember Gwen
Brill, seconded by Tim Meyers, moved to suspend second and third readi. ;. Motion
carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Gwen Brill, seconded by Tim Meyers,
moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 63-26. APPROVED 7-0.

2. Public Utilities - Councilmember Tim Meyers

a. Resolution authorizing the City *~~~~~~10 grant a permanent easement to Duke
Energy Ohio, Inc.. to enable the extension of Duke electric infrastructure near the
City's Wag*~r+~¢~= Tu~~eqent Ple—* ~~ 7=~ Lane and declaring an emergency.

The City of Fairfield is nearing construction completion on its first-ever local renewable
energy project - a S-acre, 1.5 Mega-Watt-dc solar array just east of the City's wastewater
treatment | nt. To connect the solar array into the electrical distribution network, it is
necessary that Duke Energy make some system and equipment modifications near the
plant's existing electrical transformer unit and generator switchgear. To a »w for these
modifications, Duke Energy needs a permanent easement to impact a very small portion of
the wastewater treatment plant parcel (4799 Groh Lane).

Councilmember Meyers presented the first reading of this resolution. Councilmember Tim
Meyers, seconded by Gwen Brill, moved to suspend second and third readings. Motion
carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Tii  Meyers, seconded by Debbie
Pennington, moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

RESOLUTION NO. 9-26. APPROVED 7-0.

b. Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with L. and T Painting
Inc. for the 2026 Public Utilities Hun*~~ “~+er Tank Rehabilitation ] »ject

Through this project, the City's 3.0 million gallon Hunter Road Water Storage Tank and
tank foundation will be cleaned, repaired, and painted. Also included is the installation of
cathodic protection, safety equipment, and other miscellaneous repairs.

The Hunter Road Water Tank is one of the City's six drinking water storage tanks, and the
primary tank in the City’s *Hunter/Mack™ pressure zone. This pressure zone is located on
the south side of the City and is home to many water customers, including Mercy Hospital
of Fairfield. The Hunter Road Water Storage Tank is a critical component of the water
distribution system. Coating systems are applied to water towers/tanks primarily to prevent
corrosion and structural deterioration, ensuring a long service life and pot: le water safety.
These systems create a protective barrier against rust, weathering, and UV damage, while
also complying with health regulations to prevent contamination.



The project was prepared for formal competitive bidding, with nine (9) bids received and
opened on 5/4/2026. Staff recommends that the bid be awarded to L and T Painting Inc., the
lowest and best bidder. Bids are summarized on the attached sheet. A contractual
appropriation is requested for L. and T Painting Inc. in the amount of $244,560.00
($203,800.00 plus a contingency of $40,760.00). Contingency amount on this project is
higher than normal; funds may be used to cover additional costs associated with the repair
of potential internal tank coating failures, especially near the tank floor and around the tank
fill pipe. NOTE: Last internal inspection was performed in July 2024.

Third-party technical inspection support for this project will be provided by Dixon
Engineering under a previously executed purchase order.

Rules suspension is requested to expedite project advancement. The City intends to have
the contractor start working on the tank in late August 2026 — in accordance with bid
specifications.

Councilmember Meyers presented the first reading of this ordinance. Councilmember Tim
Meyers, seconded by Gwen Brill. moved to suspend second and third readings. Motion
carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Tim Meyers, seconded by Dale Paullus,
moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 64-26. APPROVED 7-0.

¢. Ordinance to authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with the Henry P.
Thompson Company (HPT) for the purchase of Primary Clarifier parts necessary to
maintain continuous operation and declaring an emergency.

Funding is being requested for Wastewater primary clarifier upgrades. The primary
clarifiers are essential to the operation at the Wastewater Plant, starting the process with
removal of organic solids and floating materials.Current equipment has exceeded the
operating life projections and needs replacing to maintain current operations. We own and
operate an Evoqua brand system and parts are exclusive to this supplier.

Councilmember Meyers presented the first reading of this ordinance. Councilmember Tim
Meyers, seconded by Gwen Brill, moved to suspend second and third readings. Motion
carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Tim Meyers, seconded by Dale Paullus,
moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 65-26. APPROVED 7-0.

3. Public Works - Councilmember Debbie Pennington

a. Ordinance to authorize the City Manage- *~ =xecute and file the application for
financial assistance and enter into an agreement with OK]J for a grant to fund a portion
““he Plec~~=* A-r=n n-~-“ng Improvements ! v and Wessel -
declaring an emergency.




It is necessary for City Council to authorize the City Manager to execute an OKI grant
application for financial assistance.

The City of Fairfield is working towards submitting a grant application for the paving
improvements on Pleasant Avenue to be concurrent with the addition of the Pleasant
Avenue multi-use path. Work will be between Hunter Road and Wessel Drive and would
take place in 2027.

OKI has made available grant funding through the STBG Repaving Pilot Program with
twenty percent local match required for asphalt paving projects that meet a certain criterion
and need. Our application will include three inches of milling, overlay, pavement markings,
and maintenance of traffic. The total funding amount allowed to be reque :d for this
particular grant program is $800,000.

The remainder of Pleasant Avenue will likely be paved within the next few years but has
not yet been programmed by ODOT. ODOT provides up to 80% funding on eligible paving
items for State and US routes within municipal corporations through the ODOT Urban
Paving Program.

Councilmember Pennington presented the first reading of this ordinance. Councilmember
Debbie Pennington, seconded by Dale Paullus, moved to suspend second and third
readings. Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Debbie Pennington,
seconded by Adam Kraft, moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 66-26. APPROVED 7-0.

4. Finance & Budget - Councilmember Leslie Besl

a. Ordinance to establish salaries and hourly rates for certain Munic*=~~' 7~ irt employees
~F s M B RSIBald O and t- ot m o -2 Y-t the numbers and types of
certain Municipal Court Employees. to repeal Ordinance No. 57-25 and all
~~~ndmer+*- *hereto and declaring an emergency.

The employees covered by the Municipal Court wage and salary ordinance are
compensated on a Pay for Performance basis. There are no automatic increases or cost of
living adjustments for these employees. While the adjustments to the pay ranges are not
designed to automatically trigger pay increases, periodic upgrades to the structure help to
maintain the Court’s competitive position in the marketplace regarding en loyee retention,
recruitment and succession.

Councilmember Besl presented the first reading of this ordinance. Councilmember Leslie
Besl, seconded by Dale Paullus, moved to suspend second and third readings. Motion
carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Leslie Besl, seconded by Debbie
Pennington, moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 67-26. APPROVED 7-0.



b. Medieeeee to amend Ordinance No. 148-25 ~-+tled ““An Ordinance to make estimated
appropriations for the expenses and other expenditures of the City of Fairfield, Ohio.
during a period beginning January [, 2026, and ending December 31, 2026.”

- Contractual Appropriations: $337,823 total ($244,560 for Hunter Water Tank
Rehabilitation Project (Public Utilities); $93,263 for Primary Clarifier Rebuild (Public
Utilities))

Councilmember Besl presented the first reading of this ordinance. Councilmember Leslie
Besl, seconded by Adam Kraft, moved to suspend second and third readings. Motion
carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0. Councilmember Leslie Besl, seconded by Dale Paullus,
moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 7, No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 68-26. APPROVED 7-0.

¢.  Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 148-25 entitled “An Ordinance to make estimated
appropriations for the expenses and other expenditures of the City of Fairfield, Ohio,
during a period beginning January 1. 2026, and ending December 31. 2026.”
- Non-Contractual Appropriations: $275.572 (see below for description)

Councilmember Besl presented the first reading of this ordinance. Councilmember Leslie
Besl, seconded by Debbie Pennington. moved to suspend second and third readings. Motion
carried Yes 7, No 0. Abstained 0. Councilmember Leslie Besl. seconded by Adam Kraft,
moved to adopt. Motion carried Yes 7. No 0, Abstained 0.

ORDINANCE NO. 69-26. APPROVED 7-0.
$40,000 - 2026 Grounds, Entryways & Landscaping Program (Public Works)

$47.826.00 - Wastewater Division — Sanitary Sewer Smoke Testing (Public Utilities)

$93,010 - Purchase of Chevrolet Tahoe for Fire (Public Works)

$44,444 - HVAC Energy Upgrades and Repairs at the Community Arts Center (Public
Works)

$50,292 - Justice Center Repairs and Upgrades (Public Works)

Meeting Schedule

Monday, June 8 - Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting, 7:00 PM
Monday, July 13 - Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting, 7:00 PM
Monday, August 10 - Council-Manager Briefing, 6:00 PM; Regular Meeting, 7:00 PM

Clerk Wilson read the meeting schedule.



Executive Session of Council (if Needed)

Council recessed to Executive Session at 7:32 PM.

Adjournment

The Regular Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM.

ATTEST:






































































































